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the volcanic rock is soft and loose. Topos, accommodations, information, and helpful assistance
can be obtained from Don Fernando at Rancho San Lorenzo, located at the end of the road in
the park. Thanks to the Canadian Himalayan Foundation for a grant.

SEAN EASTON, Canada

The Cascade Wall, Kola Loca. Zack Smith and I climbed a line, Kola Loca (V 5.10 A2+), on The
Cascade Wall of Basaseachic. The route ascends the prominent dihedral system some distance
left of the waterfall and the prominent black streak. Climbers since have called this a rappel
route. We fixed the first three pitches, then spent two nights on the wall while climbing the last
four pitches. The route was mostly aid, with a little dirty free climbing. Nel, the curator of the
local curio shop, has the only detailed topo in existence.

BRENT EDELEN AAC
ELSEWHERE IN MEXICO

El Cerro Blanco, Irritilas (Némadas) and Lluvia de Estrellas. This is a brief account about the
lovely land and people of the states of Durango and Coahuila, México. Desert lands with
multicolored sunrises and sunsets and incomparable beauty. The Peiién Blanco massif, better
known as the Cerro Blanco, is one of the most accessible walls in México. It is a granite massif
with 400 meters of vertical rise. Located in a desert zone where the temperatures in winter reach
28°C (85°F), it is best visited between the months of October and March. To reach Cerro Blanco
you must take the national highway, Durango-Cuencame No. 40, to the town of Yerbanis where
you turn toward Pefién Blanco until reaching Pueblo de Nuevo Covadonga and encounter the
gap from the west of the rock massif. The Base Camp is two kilometers from the base of the
wall. It is important to arrive with all of the food, fuel, and water you will need. This is a
destination for adventure climbing. It is a one-hour approach to the base of the wall. All of the
routes have been established and equipped in Yosemite style: Ground-up free climbing, placing
bolts where there are no cracks for protection. There is trad, sport, and bouldering. There is vast
potential here.

In December 2000, Jorge
Colin and I climbed a seven-pitch
route that we called Irritilas
(N6madas) [Irritated (Nomads)|
(350 meters, V Al 5.11). Spending
three days on the wall, we climbed
with clean protection and bolts.
Those who conquer the desert can
experience excellent granite and
feel the climatic contrasts. You can
also contemplate the beautiful
sunsets and share with the people
PR >y amt X7 , of the States of Durango and
Cerro Blanco. Luis Carlos Garcia Ayala Torreén.




CLIMBS AND EXPEDITIONS: MEXICO 291

In November (2001) I was drawn back by a strong attraction to the desert and especially
to a massif of granite rock that rises between hills, spiny bushes, orange colored blocks of gran-
ite, and a night sky teeming with thousands of stars. This is the place to live a good adventure. This
time I was accompanied by James Scarse, an American climber interested in getting to know the
area and opening a new free route. We spent two days on the wall climbing some exceptional
pitches with a few bolts and fascinating rock features. We made the first ascent of Lluvia de
Estrellas (Rain of Stars) (300 meters, V Al 5.12+). In the Piedra Partida campground, where there
is an enormous boulder perfectly split in two, waited some friends from Torreén, Monterrey,
México (City), South Africa, and Switzerland. It’s a magical place.

Luis CARLOS GARCIA AYALA, Mexico

Tatewari, Cola de Venado. The Cumbres de Monterrey “la Huasteca” National Park (la Huasteca
refers to the region around the Gulf of México) is located in the metropolitan area of the city
of Santa Catarina in the state of Nuevo Leén. Once in the park you have to follow the paved
road (3 km) until it turns to gravel. Once on the gravel road follow a sign on the ground that
says “Virikuta.” This road enters another canyon that leads to the ranch of Don Simén Loera
Correa. This Sefior Simén is the rural Judge and it is important to let him know the length of
your stay in the area.

The canyon is surrounded by a great massif of limestone rock that reaches over 500 meters
in height. The area possesses vast potential for multi-pitch climbing and is only 20 minutes from
the city of Santa Catarina. On the rock wall Tatewari (Grandfather Fire), 550 meters tall, is the first
route. Because it is a desert zone the best months to climb are October until April, the others being
very hot. It is advisable to arrive with all of your food, water, and fuel when entering the park.

The Cola de Venado route on Tatewari in La Huasteca National Park. Luis Carlos Garcia Ayala



