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tired, because we climbed so hard day after day. Except for the second pitch, which I needed to
first nail (I climbed it on my second try), I climbed the route free onsight. I think the first-ascent
climbers overgraded the route. It is only a little harder than Mecho Taq Inti? and not as serious.

ANDRE] GRMOVSEK, Planinska zveza Slovenije

Caraz II, south face variation. After we returned from the Huayhuash we climbed in the Blanca.
Viktor Mlinar and I decided to climb the Fisher-Warfield-Sheldrake route on the south face of
Caraz II (6020m), also called Caraz de Santa Cruz. The route was climbed in 1986, graded
alpine TD+, and is 700 meters high. The first-ascent team ended the route at the east ridge,
about 300 meters from the summit, and descended by rappelling the route. They spent three
days round-trip. The wall faces more southeast than south, so it receives sun until noon.

On August 3 we started from our bivouac site at around 3 a.m. Luckily we passed the
very broken glacier and climbed the lower, easier part of the route unroped, in ideal conditions.
Halfway up the route we started to place protection. We climbed mixed pitches (Scottish V).
Conditions on the upper part of the wall were bad. We needed four hours to climb the last three
pitches on a snowy crest to reach the east ridge. We were happy, but realized that it was too
soon to celebrate. The ridge is very corniced, and it took us another four hours to climb to the

summit, which we reached at 2 p.m. The weather was still nice, just a bit windy. I don’t know
where exactly the Fisher-Warfield-Sheldrake goes in its upper part, but I think we climbed a
different line.
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The southeast face of Caraz Il, showing (1) the approximate line of Superduper Couloir, 1998; (2) The Fisher-
Warfield-Sheldrake route; (3) the Mlinar-Jost variation, 2001. Descent is behind left skyline. Viktor Mlinar
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We started to climb down the original 1955 route (Huber-Koch, 800 meters) but had to
make two short rappels—one in the upper part to overcome a 25-meter vertical step and the
second to pass the 25-meter bergschrund. After 16 hours we reached our bivy site. The next day
we descended to Laguna Paron and via Caraz returned to Huaraz. We took three days for the
whole trip.

MarTIC JOsT, Slovenia

Artesonraju, northeast face. In June 2000 Spaniards Nemisio Matalobos and Angel Terrain estab-
lished a ca 800-meter route rated alpine D (55 degrees) on the northeast face, which is accessed
from the upper Santa Cruz Valley. The route lies between the 1965 Hartman-Reiss-Schatz-Steiger
Route and the East Ridge (Janis-Lowe-Lowe-Ortenburger, 1971). It starts from the same snow
slopes as the 1965 route, then crosses the rock rib on the couloir’s left side to gain snow and ice
that leads to the summit (6025m). It might be better thought of as a variation to the 1965 route.
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Chacraraju Oeste, south face. In the first week of August Steve Moffat (New Zealand) and 1
climbed what was most likely a new route (600m, WI5 5.9 mixed) just to the right of the 1982
Yugoslav route on the south face. This side of the mountain has over ten established routes.
Our route choice was not determined by logic but rather by adventure. The thin ice-filled gully
we chose was quite threatened by unconsolidated snow flutings on its sides and by a 30-foot
corniced roof laced with large icicles. The climbing was enjoyable, for the most part made up
of moderate, 50- to 70-degree, thinly iced granite slabs, with a few vertical sections of water
ice and mixed climbing. The crux was a rotten 40-meter icicle at about 18,500 feet. Having
underestimated the amount of rocky terrain on the route, we progressed slower than expect-
ed. We only had knotted slings for stoppers and a spare pick as a piton. We did not summit the
peak, but reversed our route from a junction with the ridge near the low point between the
two west summits. After 17 hours or so we safely made it back to our camp in the
bergschrund, only to have our luck run out. Once we were in our tent the entire route ripped
in a slide of ice, rock, and snow, most likely triggered by a falling cornice. Eventually the lip of
the ‘schrund broke, and we were buried, tent and all. We dug ourselves out and hightailed it
back to the lake in an exciting snow storm. The south face in general seemed to be dry com-
pared to conditions reported in most first-ascent accounts—further evidence that things are
warming up in the Cordillera Blanca.

JOHN VARCO, AAC

Editor’s note: This is likely a repeat of an existing route, There are already 10 “established” routes on this
face, and their exact location is somewhat vague as conditions change from year to year.

Huandoy Sur, No Fiesta Hoy Dia. I noticed the northeast face of Huandoy Sur the first time I
visited Peru, in 1990. It is clearly visible from the approach to Pisco, looking steep and difficult.
Five years later I climbed a new route on it, Oro del Inca, which crosses the steep rock band and
follows ice directly to the top. But the rock face to the right was untouched.



