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Brazil

Salinas, various routes. Salinas is known as the best place for long, adventurous routes in Brazil.
It’s only a three-hour drive from Rio, but the place is wild and peaceful. Just a small village with a
café and a small grocery store. It’s possible to ask for meals at the Refugio de Agua, a place like
paradise an hour and a half from the wall. Salinas features steep granite domes from 400 to
700 meters high, with little equipment needed. There are a few bolts in the slabs. Almost half the
routes have been opened by Sergio Tartari, the owner of the Refugio de Agua and the “seigneur”of
Salinas. Sergio, who is one of the most “complete” climbers of Brazil, can be of great help with
advice on equipment and approaches, which are not always obvious.

The 400-meter Capacete route at Cerj can be a good introduction to local rock and
protection, as can the 700-meter historical Leste route at Pic Major. Otherwise the best routes,
according to many Brazilian climbers, are Decadence Avec Elegance (17 pitches, all free up to
French 7a+) and Paradoxo. Decadence Avec Elegance, which we opened in 1999, was so named
because we came with a power drill, and Sergio was jealous. We gave it to him one day, and he
quickly bolted some belays!

EMMANUEL RATOUIS, France

Bolivia

Northern Apolobamba. In July 2000 over
four-weeks, Paul Bielen, Peter Boerstoel,
Michael van Geemen, and Peter Valkenburg
climbed 17 peaks above 5000m in the
northern Apolobamba region, including
one probable first ascent and six possible
new routes. The Dutch team started from a
4880m camp on the shores southeast of
Lago Chucuyo Grande. From there they
ascended the short west ridge of Chucuyo
Grande (5530m) and repeated the south
ridge of Palomani Grande (5769m). They
established the first route on the south face of Flor del Rocca Sud (300 meters, D 60 degrees),
battling deep powder snow. On July 11 Boerstoel and Valkenburg opened a new route, the
Central Pillar (300 meters, D+/TD-), on the east face of Nevado Saluyo Sud (5800m), find-
ing mostly solid rock up to V+. At the same time Bielen and van Geeman established the
Southeast Spur (300 meters, D) on the north peak (5770m) of Nevado Saluyo. They found
mixed climbing up to IV- and 70 degrees, with awkward, deep powder snow. This pair then
repeated the 1980 Italian West Ridge route on Chaupi Orco (6044m, the Apolobamba’s highest
summit) and opened a four-pitch route of very loose rock (IV/V) on the west face of
Montserrat Norte (5650m). On July 15, on the southwest face of Sorel Este (5471m), a possible
new route (300m, TD-) was made by Boerstoel and Valkenburg. They found good conditions,
with a hard-ice 70-degree crux high on the face between two serac barriers. On the southwest




