
Kam et (7756m), attempts and ascent. Jerzy Tillak’s eight-m em ber Polish expedition attem pted 
the unrepeated west ridge. This team  o f strong climbers reached 7390m on August 26 having 
approached the peak from  G am sali and Niti. C am p 4 was placed at 6600m  and C am p 5 at 
7120m. The Poles encountered very high w inds and loose pow der snow, which forced them  to 
give up the climb. An Indian  expedition com prising senior citizens from  retired police and 
o ther officers a ttem pted  the standard  route in the au tum n. The 67-year-old leader, Ashwini 
Kumar, is reported  to have d ied on reaching the lower slopes. Debasashi Kanji s West Bengal 
team  also failed on the sam e route. However, in early Septem ber an Indo-Tibet Border Police 
expedition was successful. The sum m iteers included Sange Sherpa, the only m an to have 
climbed Everest from  all three sides— south, no rth , and east (Kangshung).
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