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of To the Top of the Continent. The resulting aggravation to any Cook Society bibliophile who
finds it necessary to refer to both volumes could be considered an unexpected benefit.

WiLLiAM C. LORCH

Exploring the Unknown, Historic Diaries of Bradford Washburn’s Alaska/Yukon
Expeditions. BRADFORD WASHBURN, EDITED BY LEw FREEDMAN. KENMORE, WASHINGTON:
EPICENTER PRESS, 2001. 128 PAGES, SOFTCOVER. $24.95.

This book contains excerpts from the diaries of Bradford Washburn that he wrote
during three expeditions to Alaska and the Yukon. They give the reader a day to day glimpse of
the struggles of a man and his companions who were scientists, students, and mountaineers
exploring unmapped areas of Alaska’s great mountains and mountain ranges. Beyond the
stunning photographic detail that has made Washburn famous, the trilogy captures his “voice.”
Those of us who have been privileged to spend any time with him and his wife Barbara, will hear
this through the written word. The diaries are descriptive, to the point, and often full of humor.

Washburn was perhaps the first to exploit the use of aircraft to get to places unknown,
unseen, and rarely, if ever, traveled. The men from Harvard and Dartmouth who participated
in these expeditions assisted Washburn in completing surveys that led to the accurate mapping
of the glacial expanses of Mts. Logan, St. Elias, Fairweather, and later Denali. Under his leader-
ship and organizational skill, these men, which include the likes of Barry Bishop and Ad Carter,
spent three and four months at a time in remote, uncharted areas, patiently conducting survey
activities and making first ascents of many high altitude peaks. They accomplished these feats
without modern lightweight equipment, communication, and transportation.

In his time, Washburn was certainly one of a few hard men. Exploring the Unknown
provides great insight into the personality and skill, both as a mountaineering leader and
scientist, of Bradford Washburn, one of the true elders of American mountaineering.

PETER J. PANARESE

Kiss or Kill: Confessions of a Serial Climber. MARK TWIGHT.
SEATTLE: THE MOUNTAINEERS BOOKS, 2001. 206 PAGES. $16.95
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This book contains a collection of Twight’s writings that were

published mostly in climbing magazines between 1985 and 2000.

As he says in his introduction, this book contains the “author’s
cuts,” not the homogenized fluff offered up by specialty climbing
magazine editors who are often unwilling to offend subscribers
and advertisers.

When these articles were first published, Twight introduced a
controversial new style for mountaineering literature that caught the
staid climbing community off guard. His work captured consider-
able attention at the time because these dramatic stories about
attempting difficult alpine routes were told with such an overpowering nihilism that readers
were either inspired or revolted. Many climbers were accustomed to and enjoyed reading from



