
E a s t  o f  t h e  H i m a l a y a
Part I

E a s t  T i b e t

East T ibet holds two princip le m ou n ta in  ranges, the N yainqentanglha and the Kangri Garpo. 
Nyainqentanglha is a huge range: 750 kilometers long, it extends west-east between latitude 30°N 
and  31°N. The w esternm ost end is a m assif o f  four 7,000-m eter peaks south  o f  the T ibetan 
sacred lake, Nam Tso, while the easternm ost end extends to  Rawu, east o f  the Great Bend o f  the 
Tsangpo River. Over this trem endous distance there are two prim ary natural divisions; they split 
east versus west near the tow n o f  Lhari. Kangri G arpo is a sizeable m ou ntain  range stretching 
280 kilom eters from  northw est to southeast in N:28°30’-29o60’ and  E:95°30,-97°30’. It exists 
between Tsangpo Great Bend, the eastern end o f Himalaya, and Baxoila Ling, the western end of 
the H engduan M ountains.







N y a in q e n t a n g l h a  W e s t

Nyainqentanglha West forms a part o f the high altitude Q inghai-Tibetan Plateau. Climbers from 
the Tohoku University o f Japan m ade the first ascent o f the highest peak here, Nyainqentanglha 
(7,162m ) in 1986. All o f  the o th e r 7 ,000-m eter peaks have already been clim bed. Glacier 
developm ent is concentrated only in the vicinity o f the m ountain tops. Snow lines are as high as 
5,700 meters. (See AAJ 2002, ppg 427-429, Jon Otto.)

N y a in q e n t a n g l h a  E a s t

Nyainqentanglha East is located on the southeastern rim  of Q inghai-Tibetan Plateau. The upper 
tributaries o f Yalung Tsangpo erode the plateau into deep valleys like creases in wrinkled cloth, 
sewing seams. The topography becom es com plicated. The clim ate is hum id  and brings m uch 
snowfall, which buries the sum m its, fosters glaciers below, and  grows beautiful conifer forests 
below the perm anen t snowline. The highest peak o f the m ain range is Sepu Kangri (6,956m), 
which was first clim bed in 2002 following repeated attem pts in the late 1990s. All the other 
stunning 6,000-meter peaks in the range rem ain unclim bed.

The m ain range o f N yainqentanglha East form s the w atershed between Yalung Tsangpo 
and the Salween River (a.k.a., the  N u Jiang). The u pp er Salween flows in the no rth , and  two 
tributaries o f  the Yalung Tsangpo— Yigong Tsangpo and Parlung Tsangpo— flow in the south. 
C ountless peaks exceeding 6,000 m eters still exist, veiled and  unvisited, while unexplored 
glaciers reach up to 35 kilom eters (22 mi.) in length (the Q iaqing Glacier). Few o f these peaks 
are even known to climbers; Sepu Kangri is the only significant peak to have been sum m ited. One 
branch o f the Nyainqentanglha East separates from  the m ain range near Lhari to the east in the 
south of Yigong Tsangpo. Here are m any fascinating snow peaks. At Lake Basong (Bassom Tso), 
m ountains and valleys surround a scenic and historic spot with an island lamasery. Turquoise blue 
Lake Basong, w ith neighboring peaks that rise 3,000 meters higher, brings to m ind the European 
Alps; I call this region the “Alps o f Tibet.” The highest peak, Nenang (6,870m) is guarded with a 
precipitous snow face and a treacherous ridge. The breathtaking pyram id, Jajacho (or Kajaqiao, 
6,447m) soars into the sky in an impressive M atterhorn-like tower.

W ithin the m ain Nyenqentanglha East, we can think o f four geographic groupings. The fol­
lowing is a brief chronicle o f the explorations, scientific researches and climbings in these areas:

Northwest Region: north of Yigong Tsangpo to Sepu Kangri massif
Sepu Kangri (6,956m) was challenged by the British parties lead by Chris Bonington and Charles 
Clarke in 1996, ’97, and ’98 successively. They cam e w ith in  500 feet o f  the sum m it in 1998 
(Tibet’s Secret M ountain: The Trium ph o f  Sepu Kangri, 1999). O n O ctober 2 , 2002, Americans 
Carlos Buhler and M ark Newcomb reached the sum m it (see “Sepu Kangri”, later in this Journal). 
No o ther peaks have been attem pted.

Lhari to Lake Basong region south of Yigong Tsangpo (1 -5 )
Japanese parties from  Nagano Prefecture visited in 1994 and 2000. They explored the northern



side o f  Kajaqiao in 1994 and entered 
the valley no rth  o f  Lake Basong in 
2000. In O ctober 1999 a New 
Zealand party  led by John Nankervis 
attem pted  a 6 ,250-m eter peak to the 
east o f  Basong Lake and reached 
nearly 6,000 m eters on 
Jieqinnalagabu (N am la Karpo, 
6,316m ). In 2001, T. N akam ura’s 
Japanese party  tried to go dow n 
Yigong Tsangpo from  Lhari, but 
frequent and dangerous landslides 
blocked them  soon after they left 
Lhari. In 2001 John Town and 
colleague visited the valley north  o f 
Lake Basong. In M arch-April 2002 
Nicola H art and John Town (U.K.) 
entered Yigong Tsangpo from  Lhari 
and m ade a reconnaissance o f  the 
northw estern side o f Nenang 
(6,870m , currently  the highest 
unclim bed peak in Nyainqentanglha) 
and o ther peaks that su rro und  Niwu 
Qu. In April 2002 John H arlin and 
M ark Jenkins (USA) reached 5,250 
meters on Jieqinnalagabu but retreat­
ed due to avalanche danger (they plan 
to return  in 2003); they then trekked 
north  o f Lake Basong and looped 
over a 5,000-m eter pass to southwest 
o f Basong. In O ctober-N ovem ber 
2002 T. N akam ura’s party  m ade a 
reconnaissance o f the southern  slope 
of Nenang from Jula and ascended to 
a high pass, Laqin La (5,300m), on the 
watershed to Niwu Chu.

Central Region: north of Yigong 
Lsangpo to Isangpo-Salween 
Divide (6 , 7)
In 2000 Charles C larke (U.K.) 
approached from the north  to unvis­
ited glaciers south o f Shargung La. In 
April and May 2002 T. N akam ura’s 
party (Japan) searched for peaks and



glaciers in the no rth  central part o f 
the range south o f Pelbar (Pemba) on 
the Tsangpo-Salween Divide.

East Region: Botoi Tsangpo basin north 
of Parlung Tsangpo (8 , 9)
In 1989 a jo in t Chinese and Japanese 
party  o f  science in stitu tions carried 
ou t a field survey and research o f 
Zepu Glacier and its vicinity o f Botoi 
Tsangpo no rth  o f  Parlung Tsangpo. 
In O ctober-N ovem ber 2002 T. 
Nakam ura’s party explored unknow n 
peaks surrounding  Zepu Glacier and 
Jalong Glacier in Botoi Tsangpo 
basin, a tributary o f Parlung Tsangpo. 
Here rem ain m any m agnificent 
untouched 6,000-m eter peaks.

K a n g r i  G a r p o

In th is a lm ost unk now n m ou nta in  
range lies the low est-altitude Tibetan 
glacier (Ata G lacier South, 2,440m ) 
and  T ibet’s largest glacier by surface 
area (Lhagu Glacier, 30 kilom eters 
long by 2 to  5 kilom eters wide). The 
range is encircled by three tributaries 
o f  the T sangpo -B rahm apu tra  River. 
The n o rth e rn  side is deeply eroded 
where the Parlung Tsangpo, a tr ib u ­
tary  o f  the m ain Tsangpo, form s a 
narrow  and precipitous gorge. To the 
south and east o f the range, the Lohit 
River (C hinese nam e Zayul Q u) 
plays an im p o rtan t role. The river 
separates in to  two tribu taries, 
K angrigarpo Q u (qu and chu m ean 
river) to the northw est and the Sang 
Q u to the northeast. The confluence 
is in a small poin t at Samai, in Zayul 
C ounty not far from the border with 
Arnachal Pradesh, India.



In the sou th  o f the range, the D ihang River (a trib u ta ry  o f  the B rahm ap u tra) flows at 
2,000-3,000 meters, while the m ountain ridges only reach 4,000 meters, which is too low to provide 
a clim atic b a rrie r effect. T herefore, Kangri G arpo  on the so u the rn m o st rim  o f  the Q inghai- 
Tibet Plateau receives a hum id southwest seasonal w ind direct from the Indian Ocean, resulting 
in considerable p recip ita tion  d u ring  the m on so on  season and heavy snowfall in w in ter and 
spring. N orth  o f  the w atershed the topography  is com plicated. The eastern  end is a high 
plateau, while to the west the valley o f Parlung Tsangpo becom es a deep forested gorge. In the 
south the valleys are extremely eroded. For at least three m onths a year villages are isolated from 
the outside w orld because o f heavy snow. All the 6 ,000-m eter peaks in Kangri G arpo rem ain 
unclim bed. The New Zealand party  clim bed only one m ino r and nam eless 5,000-m eter peak 
along the Lhagu Glacier.

Kangri Carpo East: Mountains surrounding Lhagu Glacier and Ata Glacier ( 1 0 - 1 2 )
In May 1999 T. N akam ura’s party  entered Lhagu Valley and first explored Ata Glacier N orth to 
m ake a reconnaissance for a clim bing route to the highest peak Ruoni (or Bairiga, 6,882m ). In 
O ctober to Novem ber 2000, the Silver Turtle Party (Japan) explored the Lhagu Glacier to 5200 
m eters near the ridge divid ing Lhagu and Ata Glaciers. In O ctober-N ovem ber 2001 the Silver 
Turtle Party again visited Lhagu Glacier and then went to Ata Kang La and descended the Zayul 
side to the north  for a com plete view o f the eastern side o f Ruoni. In O ctober to November 2001 
a New Zealand party headed by John Nankervis: Lhagu Glacier investigated the glacier extensively, 
but were unsuccessful at clim bing due to bad weather. In O ctober 2002 the Kobe University 
Alpine Club (Japan) m ade a reconnaissance o f Ruoni; they have a perm it to climb it in fall 2003.



Kangri Garpo West: Mountains west of Lhagu Glacier extending to Kone Kangri 
In Septem ber to O ctober 1999 the G akushuin  University team  (Japan) searched for what was 
expected to be the second highest massif, Kangrigarpola Feng (6,602m). They entered the Gone 
valley from  T aba village (3000m) on the left bank o f Parlung Tsangpo. However, no peak o f that 
a ltitude was found; they concluded it m ust be Peak 6,347m  according to  the 1:50,000 C hina 
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) map. They nam ed it Kone Kangri.


