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On July 19-20 Jens Klubberud and Loren Campbell established a route (12 pitches, III+
5.6, glacier travel) on the northeast face of Mt. Formidable. The route leaves the Formidable
Glacier at the lowest point where the face meets the glacier, on the right side of the face. It goes
up for two dirty pitches before traversing left and up on ledge systems, into a delightful, hidden,
firn couloir. The couloir, steeper than 50° at the top, leads up and farther left, to a point more
or less directly below the summit. In six more pitches the route joins the North Ridge, just short
of the summit. While the technical crux is on the ninth pitch, the first two pitches offer chal-
lenging climbing on dirty, loose rock, with few protection opportunities.

During summer 2001 a new II+ 5.9 route was climbed on the west face of Lichtenberg
Mountain by James Nakagami, Dan Cappellini, and Ray Borbon. The climb began below a
headwall shaped like Idaho, just left of a gully. After five 5th class pitches that link cracks systems,
the route joined the Northwest Ridge, which was scrambled to the summit. Descent was made
by a gully to the south.

Also in 2001 Larry Goldie and Scott Johnston established a route on Goat Wall above
Mazama. It is a bolted route, established in full siege style. The eight-pitch route begins 500" left
of Bryan Burdo’s classic Promised Land, near the base of a prominent buttress.

On September 26, 2000 Tim Kelley and Gordy Skoog approached the toe of the north face
rib of McAlester Mountain via the northwest talus fields. They made a new route (II, class 5)
that starts left of the North Face Rib route on class 4 slabs and permanent snow, then goes up
a loose gully and right on a slanting ramp to the North.Face Rib. From there they climbed
arrow-straight to the summit on good rock.

GORDY SKOOG, AAC, and CoLIN HALEY, AAC

Silver Star Mountain, Gato Negro. On June 21, 2001 Larry Goldie and Scott Johnston, both of
Mazama, WA, established a probable new route on the west face of Silver Star Mountain near
Washington Pass in the North Cascades. The climb follows the line of weakness on a spire,
named “Whine Spire” by the pair, that is separated from, and lower than, the true west summit
of Silver Star, and south of, but adjacent to, the Wine Spires. Using the climbers’ trail that leads
from Highway 20 to Burgundy Col, the pair left the road at 5 a.m. and returned at 10 p.m. Of
the 11 pitches climbed, five or six are outstanding 5.7-5.9 hand cracks. The crux fourth pitch
involves a wonderful, but poorly protected, 5.8 chimney, a hard 5.9 offwidth, and is topped by a
vicious overhanging 5.10+ double corner. A few other 5.10 pitches should entertain most parties.
The route was climbed onsight and clean. Descent was by rappel and downclimbing in the gully
between Whine Spire and the west summit of Silver Star. In the spirit of the Wine Spires the
climb was called Gato Negro, rated IV 5.10+.

SCOTT JOHNSTON

Sloan Peak, Northwest Buttress. In late September 2000 Mike Preiss and I completed what we
suspect is a new route on Sloan Peak. The Northwest Buttress (IV 5.8 A0) starts at the lowest
rock on the far left side of the broad west face and ascends the dark buttress to one-third of its
height. We found rap slings to the top of the seventh pitch, but no other human sign until we
met the north ridge. The first pitch climbs just right of the sharp crest, then crosses the crest
past a dead tree. Pitches two to four climb through trees to a gully topped with large chockstones



