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Anna Jansen dreaming of what will be on Mt. Jackson. The two routes take the shady left couloir to the middle
summit region (left of the prominent spur, left of the wide gully on the right). Glen Deal

order flashback. Alpine climbing with your girlfriend is twisted! My only comfort is the easy
climbing. Back in the couloir proper we greet the other team. Jeff and Gray are having a blast.
“Got some awesome pics of you guys. Get any of us?”

“Sorry, we were too gripped to think of snapping any.”

The rest of the route involved uncomplicated snow climbing with good protection. When
we were 500" below the west ridge, the sun threatened to set. Pursuing the same terrain as the
other team was out of the question. Our comrades continued up the couloir, while Anna and I
headed left. Terrain remained easy, with ample protection on straightforward rock (5.7) and
snow. Alpenglow provided soft colors as I topped the ridge. By the time Anna joined me, we
were blanketed in deep magenta. Downclimbing by moonlight, Anna and I reached Gunsight
Pass and stumbled four miles back to camp. The other team suffered a wet bivy on the summit
ridge. The time spent on Mt. Jackson in March was one of a good route, jolly spirits, and merry
making among close friends.

GLEN DEAL

Bitterroot Mountains, Spirolina Tower and Corner With a View. Trapper Creek’s Spirolina Tower
was named after its first ascent in 1977, by Craig Kenyon and Tom Cosgriff via the southwest
corner (5-6 pitches, 5.8). The tower was notable to Kenyon because of his near-death experience
on the east face descent. In 1992 Rod Sutherland and I, on a lark, put up the direct south face
route, Whimsey (7 pitches, IV 5.10c) (1993 AAJ, p. 155), while also experiencing trials on the
east face descent.

In 2002 James Pinjuv prophesized that a thin line on a blank gray wall high up Spirolina
was a perfect hand crack. With confidence Jimmy led the first pitch, a left-facing corner system
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(5.9) 50' east of the start of Whimsey. I led the second pitch (5.8), up clean cracks to a small
stance under a little tree. Jimmy led the foretold third pitch, the Jelly Jam (60', 5.9+)—one of
the finest hand cracks in the Bitterroots, and named for its exquisite sweetness. I led the fourth
pitch, the Orange Corner, a slightly seedy flaring crack, at 5.10b. Three pitches followed, with
several options available. One can cut right, out onto the south face, following obvious cracks to
the top (5.8-5.10, Whimsey finish) or angle northeast, toward easier terrain (Jelly Jam finish).
During the east face descent we followed obvious ramps, placing several fixed pins and stoppers,

and made five rappels.

During our descent Jimmy
spotted a corner system, one and a
half gullies to our east, that
appeared to have a perfect crack in
it. After two scrambling, roped
approach pitches, I started up the
third pitch, a clean, near-perfect
corner (5.9+). Jimmy led the
fourth pitch, a spectacular, vertical
continuation of the corner (5.9+).
Two more serpentine pitches (5.8)
angling northeast led us to the top
of the formation and a pleasant
northwest walk-off into the
descent gully (Corner With a
View, III 5.9+).

STEVE PORCELLA
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The south face of Spirolina tower in the Bitterroot Mountains. Left to
right: Kenyon-Cosgriff (1977), Whimsey (Porcella-Sutherland, 1992),
The Jelly Jam (Pinjuv-Porcella, 2002). Steve Porcella



