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Huayhuash section.) A team of four was descending after finishing a new route on the south face
of Ocshapalca, which joined the Gato Negro (Black Cat) route two pitches from the summit.
Only three of the team members—Ander, Joanfra Farreras, and Olga Torras—had been on the
wall. The fourth, Akraitz Yurrita, had been suffering intestinal problems.

I suggested that we join forces on a bid to finish their route to the top. My new companions
immediately agreed, so off we went. Things went smoothly, since Akraitz was familiar with the
area, and we had no trouble finding traces of our friends’ passage, as they had equipped the
route for rappelling. We climbed rapidly, reaching our comrades’ high point before noon, and
forged on for another three exposed pitches on typical Peruvian snow. We reached the ridge
soon after 2 p.m. After the first three rappels we reached the existing rappel route, which allowed
us to reach base camp before dark. This climb took place on July 30, and I was scheduled to fly
back to Spain on August 2, so the rest was a mad rush to make the flight.

ORIOL BARO 1 RAMON, Spain (translated by Oriol Solé-Costa)

Milpocraju to summit ridge, Goulotte Gau Txoni. Kepa Escribano from Spain and Cristina
Prieto from Chile climbed a new route on the west face of the 5,310m north summit of
Milpocraju, located just south of the spectacular, well-known Nevado Cayesh. The ascent took
place on August 1, the pair climbing a 330m couloir to finish on the ridge some distance left
(north) of the summit. A direct line to the highest point was well-defended by a large and active
barrier of seracs. Goulotte Gau Txoni starts with relatively straightforward 45°-60° slopes,
which give access to a steep, mixed central section (60°-80° and IV+). The left end of the serac
barrier must then be breached (50°) to reach the summit ridge. The pair rappelled from this
point. They thought the route warranted an overall grade of around TD.

This is the first route on the west face of the north summit, though the west face of the
main summit has been climbed by at least two lines—in June 1985 by the British team of
Derwin, Gore, Hinkes, Payne, Peter, and Thorn (TD-, 60°-80°) and in June 1986 by Gigliotti
and Marchini, who probably followed the British line to the snowfield and then climbed about
200m left of the upper gully to reach the summit directly.

LINDSAY GRIFFIN, High Mountain INFO

Punta Numa, Hasta Luego, Zorro (So Long, Fox). (This report serves as an addendum to p. 303 of
the AAJ 2002—Ed.) Our route on Punta Numa (5,179m), located in the Huantsan Group of the
Quebrada Rurec, is dedicated to El Zorro, the bashful base camp fox and invited guest at every
dinner. Roberto Iannilli and I completed the 1,200m route on August 2, 2001, after seven days of
climbing, rating it EX+ (7a free-climbing and A3+ artificial climbing). The first twelve pitches
were equipped with fixed ropes, now removed. The rock is good but mossy, especially in the
cracks. Belays are equipped with hardware for the descent. The last two pitches are shared with
the Spanish route Monttrek.

LUCIANO MASTRACCI, Italy

Cordillera Blanca, clarifications and corrections. AAJ correspondent Antonio Gémez Bohérquez, a
noted Cordillera Blanca climbing researcher, sent the following notes regarding reports in the 2002



