CLIMBS AND EXPEDITIONS: PERU 311

Cordillera Jatiin Chdcua, clarification, and Cerro Janpari, ascent. The Cordillera Jatin Chdcua is
located south of the Cordillera Raura and north of the Cordillera de la Viuda. The only access
is through the mining town of Oyén and up the Pucayacu valley. This range was first explored
by a 1971 Polish expedition (AA] 1972, p. 167), which climbed several peaks in the southern end
of the range, including the highest, Nevado Chdcua Grande (5,350m). In mid-2001, a German
Alpine Club party repeated that climb and made several others in the same area, but the
Germans mistakenly stated that they had been in the Cordillera Raura, which is some 40 km to
the north (AAJ 2001, p. 283). In July I entered the range and reached as far south as Pistag Pass,
the only access to the eastern side and its attractive ice peaks. Bad weather forced me to retreat
from the misty eastern side of the range to the western slopes. On July 3 I climbed the serrated
P5,000m above Cochapata Pass, by its west face on good rock. But its true elevation was probably
only 4,900m, and it had a cairn on top. I named it Cerro Janpari (Quechua for “Many Points”).
After exploring the Jancapata Valley in bad weather, I retreated to Oyén.

EVELIO ECHEVARRIA, AAC

Nevado Llongote, Los Pecados se Rien!, I-Célines, and Longue, Haute, et Magnifico. Two teams of
young French climbers sponsored by the FFME visited the unfrequented Nevado Llongote
massif in August. A group of four young men was joined toward the end of their stay by a team
of five women. From a base camp at 4,400m, approached via the village of Yauyos (2,800m),
Fréderic Auvet, Aymeric Clouet, Arnaud Drouet, and Thomas Villecourt on August 5 climbed
the elegant left-hand pillar on the south face of Nevado Llongote (5,781m) to create a 550m
route christened Los Pecados se Rien! This gave predominantly fine climbing on sound rock at
D (4+ M4, 60°-70°). This ascent led to an exit onto the west ridge, which they descended.

On the 9th Auvet and Villecourt climbed Nevado Llongote’s splendid east ridge, which
they christened I-Célines. This 700m route had general snow-and-ice difficulties, rock steps of
4+, and was felt to warrant an overall grade of AD+/D. At the same time, climbing for two days
on the 8th and 9th, Clouet and Drouet tackled the prominent pillar in the center of the south
face, finishing just left of the summit. This gave an excellent climb at TD+/ED1, with technical
difficulties of 6b+ on sound rock and ice/mixed up to 85° and M5. The committing route was
christened Longue, Haute, et Magnifico. The two teams arrived on the summit at the same time
and descended the east ridge together.

The women now arrived, to find most of the good lines already climbed. After setting up
a high camp at 4,800m, they attempted one route, only to have one of their group, Fanny
Delachaux, take a short fall, break her wrist, and damage her knee. Unable to descend,
Delachaux was left while help was summoned. The men, who were packing up their base camp,
quickly came, and the injured climber was brought off the mountain and eventually evacuated
by mule. Aude Aznavour, Marie Rousselot, and Helen Claudel then managed the second ascent
of I-Célines before leaving the region.

Llongote is the highest of a five-peak massif in the southern Cordillera Central and was
virtually unknown before a visit by a Spanish expedition in 1963. The highest point, connected
to its satellite peaks by delicate knife-edges and unstable corniced arétes, proved a difficult chal-
lenge, and the first-ascent party was forced into an unplanned bivouac just below the summit.
There were no reports of climbers visiting these mountains between the 1960s and the 1997
arrival of a British expedition to the highest peak, Ticlla (5,897m), in the northern part of the
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region (see INFO 189). Two members of this team moved south and attempted Llongote but
retreated due to poor snow conditions. The French ascent may have been only the second of
this enigmatic mountain.
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CORDILLERA APOLOBAMBA

Ananea Group, various ascents. John Biggar led an expedition to the seldom-visited Peruvian
section of the Cordillera Apolobamba. Traveling via Puno and Juliaca the team, which com-
prised Biggar, M. Aurelio, J. Cargill, J. Lewis, R. Nuttall, and J. Starbuck, arrived in August at the
small gold-mining village of Ananea, set at a remarkable altitude of 4,700m. This is a very
remote part of Peru, rarely visited by climbers, so it is not surprising that the team saw no other
western travelers during their two weeks in this area. Snow conditions were poor, due to unusu-
ally unsettled weather, but the team made four ascents.

On August 9 Biggar, Cargill, and Starbuck climbed Nocaria (5,412m) via its easy south
ridge. The whole team then walked from Ananea to a base camp at beautiful Laguna
Callumachayo, from which on the 11th all the climbers made an ascent of Asnococha (ca
5,300m). From the 12th to the 14th the whole team made what they believe to be the first ascent
of the southeast ridge of Ananea (5,853m). This peakawhich, together with the equally high
Callijon (a.k.a. Poderosa) a little to the east, is one of the two highest in the immediate areazis
one of the few with much climbing history. It was first ascended, probably from the south, in
1958 by the Italian team of Frigieri, Magni, Mellano, Merendi, Oggioni, Sterna, and Zamboni.
(As the first mountaineering expedition to visit the Peruvian section of the Apolobamba, this
group was responsible for nearly all the first ascents in this region.) Ananea was climbed again
in 1960, and in 1973 a French team made a difficult ice route up the southwest face. In 1983
another French team climbed the relatively straightforward north face. The southeast ridge,
climbed by the 2002 British party, was an excellent, narrow, but straightforward ascent.

Moving to the border peaks, the whole team made a probable first ascent on August 17
of the southeast ridge of Chociiacota Este (5,350m, first climbed by the Italians in 1958), which
gave a pleasant rock scramble. Three days later Biggar, Nuttall, and Starbuck attempted Palomani
Norte (5,629m, also first climbed by the Italians) but were forced back just 50m below the top
due to avalanche risk on a short headwall.
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