CLIMBS AND EXPEDITIONS: BOLIVIA 317

Araca Group, various ascents. Mike Walker, Cameron Burns (Basalt Bigfoot Coalition), and I
spent June 29-July 10 in the Mocoya and Teacota valleys of the northern Araca Group of the
Quimsa Cruz. While there, we spent most of our time bivouacked under a large boulder, avoid-
ing high winds, cold, and driving snow. We did manage three ascents, two of which were firsts.

In La Paz we hired a 4x4 Jeep to drive us eight hours to the depressed mining village of
Viloco, on the western slopes of the Quimsa Cruz. Once in Viloco we solicited the locals for
directions north to the Mocoya Valley, where we established the first in a series of unseasonably
wet camps. From the Mocoya Valley we employed a passing miner, Juan Maydana Choque, his
sons, and their two mules to assist us over two passes to the Teacota Valley and the eastern slopes
of this jaw-dropping range.

On July 7, the weather began clearing, and so did our minds. Cam and I climbed a direct
route (2,800, IV 5.9) up Point 5,304m, referred to as the Northeast Tower (Nordostl Turm) by the
1987 German Bolivia expedition. The descent was straight back down via sand-filled gullies and
rappels. On July 9, with clear skies and warmer temperatures, Cam and I climbed Hamburguesa
Daydreams (1,200', III 5.7) on a huge slab of rock just west of the Northeast Tower and part of the
same complex of rock. The descent was a walk off to the west. During our stay we also climbed a
nice, small, Bugaboos-like tower (that may have been previously climbed)—mostly scrambling,
one pitch of moderate rock—just north of the Pico Penis, in a blizzard, via the east (Amazon) side.

On July 10 the snow returned and so did Juan, his sons, and the mules for our trip back
to Viloco. We returned to La Paz on July 11th via the local bus system, which is a story in itself.

BENNY BACH, Team Rio de Caca

Various ascents and descents. Wade McKoy, Porter Fox, Hal Thomson, Ptor Spriceneiks, and I
found ourselves in the Cordillera Quimsa Cruz last June. A bit of ski mountaineering the main
goal. A few peaks bagged. No signs of any other climbers or skiers. Bissell and Ptor on the south-
east face of Korichuma (18,200'), rated at 60° but more like between 50° and 55°. Perfectly beau-
tiful, exposed face. An enjoyable solo climb. A bit of ice. Semibreakable crust on the face, but
good enough for a ski descent. No falls allowed. Super fun. Chamonix-like spires, emerald-
green high alpine lakes, first descents, receding glaciers (like my hairline), and five great friends.
Summits with swirling clouds. Laughing
uncontrollably with Porter. A four-foot
tall, friendly farmer selling us a lamb and
potatoes, and us devouring it in an after-
noon. Stomach ache. Llama poo fires at
night, with Wade shooting star trails.
Beautiful. Pretty easy. A paradise indeed.
Also climbed and skied Bitch’s Brew
(17,600"), Porter Fox and Bissell Hazen on
a mellow, rolling glacier route. Ptor
Spriceneiks on Cerro Yaypuri. An exposed,
perfect first ski descent. Wade McKoy, Hal
Thomson, and Ptor on a nameless peak on

the far right of the valley. The sunny southeast face of Korichuma (18,200'), with its
BissELL HazeN — @mazing ski slopes. Wade McKoy




