
A l a sk a  W r a n g e l l  M o u n t a in s

Peaks 10,478', 9,900', and 10,088'. From May 8 to 17, James Dietzmann, Paul Templeton, and I 
did three possible first ascents of 10,000' peaks in the Wrangells. We had bad weather for most 
of the trip and were lucky to get any climbs in at all between storms. I had hoped to climb some 
of the bigger peaks, but it wasn't to be on this trip.

Kelly Bay of Wrangell Mountain Air dropped us off at roughly 7,700' on an eastern fork 
of the Russell Glacier north of Mt. Churchill near the volcanic cone of Mt. Sulzer, which Bob 
Jacobs climbed in 1980 from the White River. It is a nice area with some big icefalls to negotiate. 
I had hoped to get great pictures looking to the south, but that wasn’t to be either.

We climbed Peak 10,478' on May 9 via an easy glacier and ramp from the west, finishing 
on the south ridge for the last few hundred feet. It was very windy and the weather was changing. 
We could see only clouds above 11,000 feet. On the 11th we climbed Peak 10,091' to its eastern 
summit of 9,900'+ via a steep, south-facing gully that tops out at 9,700 feet or so between the 
two summits. On May 12 we skied southwest from camp using a glacier system and icefall to 
reach a 9,600' saddle between Peak 10,088' and, to the south, Peak 10,400'+. We then ascended 
the south ridge of Peak 10,088' to the summit. It was not technical, mainly a narrow ridge walk 
to a pointy summit. We barely made it back to camp when the next storm blew in. We had 
hoped to climb Peaks 10,400'+ and 10,600'+ on the 12th, but the weather shorted our day. On 
the other days we also couldn’t climb because of storms. Our pickup on the 16th was delayed 
by weather until the 17th. These were probably first ascents, but I don’t make that statement as 
fact, just probability.
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