
Nuptse East I (7,804m), first ascent. Last autumn’s attempt on the southeast pillar of Nuptse East 
I was the third by Valeri Babanov of Russia. Babanov had made an unsuccessful solo attempt 
on this pillar in the autumn of 2002, and in the spring of 2003 returned with Vladimir Suviga 
as noted above. But he was not willing to give up, and now he knew the route well. This time, 
at last, Babanov, with Yuri Koshelenko, stood at the pointed summit of Nuptse East I in bright 
moonlight. They had made one attempt to make their way up the route on October 21 and 22 
but only reached 6,900m, before very strong winds forced them to descend. The two Russians 
resumed climbing the 2,600m buttress on October 29 and in one continuous push, with three 
bivouacs, they gained the summit on November 3. A lead article on their climb is found earlier 
in this Journal, along with a chronology of attempts on the route.

Babanov was clearly very pleased to have achieved his goal at last. Not only had the two 
Russians made the first ascent of the southeast pillar and the first ascent of this 7,804m sum 
mit, but Babanov believes they had managed to reach the top of the highest unclimbed peak in 
the world.

Many of those who are knowledgeable about trends in mountaineering are admirers of 
Babanov. The equally well-known Slovenian climber, Tomaz Humar, who prefers faces to ridges 
himself, was quoted in a German Alpine Club magazine three years ago as commenting that, “the 
future of climbing belongs to the new Russian teams around Valeri Babanov. They practice 
classical alpinism with little equipment on technically extremely demanding routes.… To me, 
the future is the lightly-equipped conquest of technically demanding routes at great heights in 
alpine style.” But the admiration is not shared unanimously. One American climber remarked in 
September, “Babanov uses bolts and I don't like that.” Some climbers who made earlier pure 
alpine-style attempts on the southeast pillar have strongly complained about Babanov’s use of 
fixed ropes.
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