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the friends along with Timberline Lodge installed a new snow tunnel on Silcox Hut for winter
access to the 1933 WPA structure at 7,000 feet on Mt. Hood. This is an excellent base camp for
an emergency south side rescue location. Section member Jeff Sheets, of the Friends of Silcox
Hut, is also on the safety committee for Accidents in North American Mountaineering. Jeff and
Bob Speik from Bend, Oregon, promptly reported several notable accidents.

June Hackett (Bill Hackett’s widow) and Ric Conrad published Bill’s climbing biography
including exploits with the 10th Mountain Division and the 1958 K2 expedition. Bill was a
longtime Section member and dedicated climber. The book is well laid out as a historical
piece with comments by Charlie Shimanski, Dee Molenaar, and Bradford Washburn. The
book covers Bill’s expedition notes and will be an excellent reference document.

In August, Bob McGown and Steve Holman, President of the Oregon Science Teacher’s
Association, acted as climbing team support for the four-day experiment for NIAC (NASA
Institute for Advanced Concepts) at the Skylight Cave system in Sisters, Oregon. Steve, an
alpinist, was so enthused by the success of the CEMSS II biosphere that he plans to help his
advanced biology students build several biospheres in the coming year.

The Section’s climbing librarian Bob Lockerby created a 47- page index to the American
Alpine Journal from 1997 to date.

BoB McGowN, Chairman

AAC, SIERRA NEVADA SECTION. The year started with a sometimes-annual Markleeville ski trip.
A few hardy souls were out to enjoy the “pow” and soak tired, weary limbs in, where else, but
Grover Hot Springs. More people should attend this trip.

We held our spring meeting at John Hart’s home in Marin County. Catered food, wine,
and beer warmed up a crowd of about 40 people. Greg Couch gave an outrageous slideshow
about the first winter ascent of Cerro Torre, in 1999, with three Swiss partners with whom he
could barely converse. Our stomachs got pumped from laughing at Greg’s epic battles with
bad weather, cabin fever, and ... SUPERMICE! Thanks to Greg for sharing this amazing
adventure with us and to John for opening his home to us.

In September Royal Robbins hosted his now annual Pinecrest gala with climbing at the
Gianelli Edges. Thanks to Royal and Liz for their help in making this our most popular outing.
Some 40-50 people attended over the course of the weekend.

Our fall meeting was held at Greg Murphy’s house in the hills of Montclair. Some new
energetic faces were on hand to liven things up. Climbing tales were told, some true and some
embellished by Greg’s home brew. Tommy Caldwell and Beth Rodden were on hand to present
their “First Couple of Rock,” a video of the couple’s exploits and misadventures together. In
the film the two talk candidly about dating on El Capitan, their epic in Kyrgyzstan, and the
pressure of being professional climbers. It was riveting, touching, and funny. Our thanks to
them and to Greg and Annie for their hospitality.

In December we held our annual meeting at Berkeley Iron Works. Shawn Chartrand,
our Section’s events coordinator, arranged for some awesome food that everybody thoroughly
enjoyed. We actually had too much; where were the rest of you? Mark Wilford was flown in
from Colorado to be our keynote speaker. He delivered in a huge way, as he described the epic
tale of the first ascent of Yamandaka in the Indian Karakoram. When he described rappelling off
an anchor of slings held in place by rocks stacked on top, the crowd seemed to shiver collectively.



CLUB ACTIVITIES 479

Our hats off to Mark and his partner, AAC President Mark Richey, for this daring ascent made
in uncompromising style.

This meeting also marked the end of my tenure as Section Chair. The torch was passed
to Ellen Latham of Grass Valley. I had served for three years and had a great time. Thanks to
all who helped make it so great and such fun. Let’s get out and climb!

STEVE SCHNEIDER, Chair

AAC, NORTHERN ROCKIES SECTION. As an AAC representative, a board member of the Boise
Climbers Alliance, and an Idaho local, Doug Colwell participated as a member of the Climbing
Management Plan (CMP) for Castle Rocks State Park, which adjoins the City of Rocks National
Preserve. Over two days the Climbing Management Team developed the CMP, which set forth
the rules, recommendations, and guidelines surrounding new route development at Castle
Rocks State Park upon opening in May 2003. One provision of the CMP created a lottery
whereby 25 people were selected to enter the Park prior to its opening and to establish new routes.
The Access Fund facilitated this meeting, and it was a wonderful example of how governmental
agencies, non-governmental organizations, and individual climbers can work together for the
overall benefit of the climbing community and the public at large. Several of our members
were lottery winners, and during two weekends in mid-May helped establish over 40 new
routes, which went in with minimal problems or conflicts, despite what the trade rags indicated.

In August, during the official opening of the Park, the AAC and the Access Fund presented
Wallace Keck, director of Castle Rocks State Park, with a joint award for his willingness to
work with climbers in developing the CMP. Others attending the ceremony were Idaho Governor
Dirk Kempthorne, Senator Larry Craig, Rick Colligon, Director of Idaho Parks and Recreation,
as well as National Park Service officials. This was a good opportunity to recognize the mutual
cooperation of the groups involved.

In April the Boise Chapter of the Northern Rockies Section cosponsored a fund raising
slide show by our member Mike Libecki with the Boise Climbers Alliance. Brian Wright has
taken over as President of the Boise Chapter from longtime leader Susan Bernatus.

The Section hosted its first event in Salt Lake City with 150+ people attending. Black
Diamond graciously sponsored Will Gadd as the speaker. The meeting identified several Salt
Lake members interested in increasing the AAC presence in the Wasatch Valley. Mark Holbrook
agreed to serve as the Section’s Salt Lake City “President.” Mark hosted a barbecue for members
most desirous of energizing the group and acting on potential issues and projects.

Our fourth “almost annual” Fall Moondance occurred September 6-7 at City of Rocks,
with over 45 people reserving space at the group campground, almost double last year’s
attendance.

DouG CorwweLL, Chair

AAC, CENTRAL ROCKIES SECTION. On February 14-17 the Fifth Annual Cody Ice Festival was
held in the Shoshone River Valley southwest of Cody, Wyoming. CRS Chair Greg Sievers and
AAC Board Member Charlie Mace were on hand to support the popular activity. The Section
donated several AAC fleece embroidered jackets for the auction and supplied free AAC mugs to
all attendees. This small, quaint event offers everyone a chance to mingle and socialize in the



