
Eastern Arunachal Pradesh

Tsangpo Gorge, exploration from India. M otup Chewang, Wing Cdr. V K Sashindran, and I traveled 
from  the B rahm aputra along the Siang River to the Tsangpo Gorge where it enters the Indian 
territory. Though a few parties have explored the “Great Tsangpo Bend” in the north  (Pemako 
area in Tibet) there are no records available o f approaching the bend from  India to the border 
o f India-China. After the 1962 war with China the area was out o f bounds. Now in 2004 a team 
o f three Indians reached it from  the Indian side, the en try  po in t o f the river in to  India, thus



com pleting the final exploration o f the Tsangpo.
The Tsangpo (as it is called in Tibet) originates near Lake M anasarovar at the foot o f 

Kailash. After a long journey  eastward via Lhasa, it reaches eastern Tibet. Here its progress is 
blocked by the great massifs Namcha Barwa and Gyala Peri. The river takes a huge tu rn  between 
these peaks. This has been term ed as the “Great Tsangpo Bend.” It was the goal o f several explo
rations from  early days. The Pundit explorer Kinthup was one o f the first to reach the gorge (in 
disguise) and he observed the “Rainbow W aterfall” where this m ighty river falls. Here onwards 
the Tsangpo descends steeply southward on the Tibetan plateau to the Himalayan divide leading 
to the M cM ahon Line and India.

As the river enters Indian territo ry  at 580m (in A runachal Pradesh) it takes two “U ” 
loops, which can be called the “Tsangpo/Siang Bend.” In Arunachal Pradesh it is called by 
different names like the Siang and Dihang and is joined by various tributaries. O n reaching the 
Assam plains it is joined by the Dibang and Lohit rivers and onw ard is called the B rahm aputra 
River. Due to the various nam es and vast terrain  it covers, it had been a m atter o f discussion 
w hether the Tsangpo is the same river as the Siang and w hether it flows into the B rahm aputra 
or into the Irrawaddy further east. This was finally solved by m odern m ap makers and satellite 
imageries.

O u r 2004 exploration party  traveled from  D ibrugarh, crossing the B ram aputra by a 
tw o-hour ferry ride to the northern bank. Traveling via Itanagar (to obtain “Inner Line” permits), 
we followed the road via Ziro, D aporijo  to  Along. We reached Tuting in two days o f fu rther



travel, in all covering 985 km by vehicles. We then trekked to Kopu, Bona, Gelling, and Bissing, 
the last village on the Tsangpo. We crossed m any precarious foot suspension bridges over the 
Tsangpo, known here as the Siang. From Bishing we clim bed a peak o f about 3,200m and had 
a wonderful view o f  the Nam cha Barwa and Gyala Peri massifs.

From Bishing we descended to banks of the Siang and old Korbo village and soon had to 
climb steeply across several ridges to cam p in the forest near the Kasi nala. It was an experience 
to cut through very thick forest with undergrowth. Two local guides led the way hacking a route 
th rough  inhospitable jungles. T hough we had to be m ost careful, the excellent clear weather 
allowed us to enjoy everything except the leeches, snakes, and m alaria infested insects.

From this camp, we followed similar terrain, then clim bed steeply to Guyor La (1,760m) 
on the Line o f Actual C ontrol (LAC). The pass was covered by thick forest and offered no view 
but it was a historic m om ent for we civilians to reach here. By late afternoon we descended to 
the Kasi nala cam p. Next day we hacked a route th rough  forest leading dow n steeply to the 
banks o f the Siang. We followed the route along the Siang. A tw o-kilom eter wide and about 
150m-high rock cliff barred the way, with the Siang’s water rushing at its foot, blocking passage. 
We clim bed high along the edge o f the cliff, and after covering a difficult patch with ropes, we 
again hacked a route through forest above to traverse and descend on the other side. Going over 
rocky terrain  we finally reached the spot where the Tsangpo takes two “U ” loops and enters 
India. We pho tographed  it extensively, w ith a background o f m ountains, hills, and a river in 
Tibet. After re tun in g  to  the cam p on the Siang, we retu rned  along the riverbank to Bishing, 
crossing steep cliffs and exposed rocks. We re tu rned  via the sam e route back to Tuting and 
drove back via Along to D ibrugarh. O ur expedition took  place between Novem ber 16 and 
Decem ber 7.

We dedicated our expedition to the m em ory o f  my son, Lt. Nawang Kapadia o f the 4th 
Battalion o f the T hird Gorkha Rifles, who died fighting Pakistan-based terrorists in 2000.
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