
Johannesburg M ountain, The CK  
Route. O n August 27, we clim bed 
a new  d irec t line on  th e  4 ,600 ' 
n o r th  face . In  2002  w e h a d  
re trea ted  after u n d e re s tim a tin g  
steep, unprotectable rock sections.
The route begins in a vertical cleft 
w ith a waterfall, m idway betw een 
th e  1985 D esvoigne-K loke and  
the no rtheast bu ttress routes. We 
clim bed six pitches o f rock, from  
4 th  class to  5.9, to  a steep, over­
hanging, blank wall. After an hour 
o f scouting we skirted  under this 
to  th e  left to gain  a ram p  from  
w hich Jens led a long, overhang­
ing , stem m in g  p itch  (5 .10b) in 
a chim ney next to a p ro m in en t eyebrow  over­
hang , to  gain easy slabs below  tw o large ice 
cliffs. Above the slabs, we soloed three pitches 
o f exposed, unprotectable rock, to 5.7, between 
two cascading waterfalls, to gain the am phithe­
ater rim  below  the righ t-hand  ice cliff. Shortly 
after we were o u t o f the way, a large p o rtion  o f 
the righ t-hand  ice cliff calved and  scoured the 
pitches we’d just soloed. After 4 th  class scram ­
bling  a long  the  rim  o f th e  am ph ith ea te r, we 
belayed one final rock pitch along a horizontal 
seam and then dow nclim bed, to gain the glacier 
above a seemingly impassable crevasse. Ascend­
ing to the head o f the unclim bed  glacier was 
techn ica l, req u irin g  m any h o u rs  o f  com plex 
navigation  w hile w eaving back and  fo rth  and



descending into and climbing ou t o f m any crevasses. Loren led a pitch o f AI3 to pass the final 
obstacle. A rock ram p gave access to the base o f the northeast buttress snow arête. Three simul- 
climbed pitches o f AI2 led to its crest, where we joined the 1951 and 1957 N ortheast Rib routes. 
We reached the sum m it at dusk and m ade ou r descent under headlam p, via the East Ridge 
route. Just below the C ascade-Johannesburg col, after 22 hours o f con tinuous clim bing, we 
made an open bivouac. Forecast rain held off for 18 hours, and we enjoyed a cold but dry bivy 
and descent via D oug’s Direct. We rate the route V 5.10b AI3. Pictures and a trip  report are 
available at www.cascadeclim ber.com /theckroute.htm
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