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the valley below, the warmer air brought relief. We began celebrating the biggest thing we could

have imagined.

We enjoyed our caches and early departure after six life-changing days. It was truly the
greatest of times. We had gone 60+ miles, 10 of them on an alpine crest. We had crossed nine
of the most remote peaks out there (VI 5.7 (old school): Luna, East Fury, West Fury, Swiss,
Spectre, Phantom, Crooked Thumb, Ghost, and Challenger (and Whatcom on our previous

attempt)). The mighty Pickets had been crossed.

With a heavy heart we share this jewel of a wilderness with the masses. May it be our
supreme wish that all the wild lands be kept as pure as they can be.

Johannesburg Mountain, The CK
Route. On August 27, we climbed
a new direct line on the 4,600’
north face. In 2002 we had
retreated after underestimating
steep, unprotectable rock sections.
The route begins in a vertical cleft
with a waterfall, midway between
the 1985 Desvoigne-Kloke and
the northeast buttress routes. We
climbed six pitches of rock, from
4th class to 5.9, to a steep, over-
hanging, blank wall. After an hour
of scouting we skirted under this

WAYNE WALLACE

The CK Route on Johannesburg Mountain’s north face, shot from

to the left to gain a ramp from  across-valley in upper Boston Basin. More than 10 other routes ascend
which Jens led a long, overhang-  this face. Loren Campbell

ing, stemming pitch (5.10b) in

a chimney next to a prominent eyebrow over-
hang, to gain easy slabs below two large ice
cliffs. Above the slabs, we soloed three pitches
of exposed, unprotectable rock, to 5.7, between
two cascading waterfalls, to gain the amphithe-
ater rim below the right-hand ice cliff. Shortly
after we were out of the way, a large portion of
the right-hand ice cliff calved and scoured the
pitches we’d just soloed. After 4th class scram-
bling along the rim of the amphitheater, we
belayed one final rock pitch along a horizontal
seam and then downclimbed, to gain the glacier
above a seemingly impassable crevasse. Ascend-
ing to the head of the unclimbed glacier was
technical, requiring many hours of complex
navigation while weaving back and forth and

Loren Campbell climbing glacier ice on The CK Route.
Jens Klubberud
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descending into and climbing out of many crevasses. Loren led a pitch of AI3 to pass the final
obstacle. A rock ramp gave access to the base of the northeast buttress snow aréte. Three simul-
climbed pitches of AI2 led to its crest, where we joined the 1951 and 1957 Northeast Rib routes.
We reached the summit at dusk and made our descent under headlamp, via the East Ridge
route. Just below the Cascade-Johannesburg col, after 22 hours of continuous climbing, we
made an open bivouac. Forecast rain held off for 18 hours, and we enjoyed a cold but dry bivy
and descent via Doug’s Direct. We rate the route V 5.10b AI3. Pictures and a trip report are
available at www.cascadeclimber.com/theckroute.htm
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Mt. Index, Murphy’s Law. Stuart
Taylor and I went in to check out
the west face of the North Peak of
Mount Index (5,353") on Friday,
February 17, 2006. We planned to
attempt the unrepeated Eve Dear-
born Memorial (EDM)/Supercou-
loir route. The approach wasn’t that
bad although the bushwhacking
up the lower part of the face was
tedious. We soloed the lower gully
and bypassed the second ice step by
mixed terrain to the far left. From
there we simul-climbed the left fork
of the couloir, to above where it is
split by a small rock spur.

We climbed higher but moved
left too early, thinking we were
higher on the face than we were,
essentially mistaking a lower snow
patch for the upper one described
in Jim Nelson’s guidebook. Call it
e ineptitude or an inexplicable enthu-

X S | siasm for steeper terrain.
\ i , Ve The route we took leaves the
Mt. Index’s North Peak (A), Middle Peak (B), and Main Summit EDM approach couloir and climbs
(C). From left to right: North Face (Chute-Kaartinen, 1929; first an ice step, before heading up an ice

winter ascent, Callis-Davis 1963), Murphy's Law (Miller-Taylor, 2006), . B
EDM/Supercouloir (Nelson-Bebie, 1988). John Scurlock ru.nnel ,On the left side of the cou
loir. This leads to a snowfield level

with the EDM bivy site (as marked in Nelson). We bivied at the top of the snowfield, below a
rock buttress.

It wasn’t possible to continue up the runnels, the next pitch being discontinuous sn’ice.
Failing upwards, we traversed left about half a ropelength across the snowfield and climbed
another ice system on the left side of the buttress. From there the route stays to the right and
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