CLIMBS AND EXPEDITIONS: MEXICO 235

Mexico

Candamefia Canyon, Macuchi, Raramuri
Lenguaje. To further the evolution of climbing,
our team of six Mexican guys (Diego Delmar
Garza, Pablo Fortes Gonzélez, Marcos Madrazo
Rodriguez, Daniel Castillo Migues, Julio Taba-
res Fernédndez, and 1) opened a new long sport
route on the southeast face of the Basaseachic Waterfall wall in Candamena Canyon, Chihuahua.
We opened the route ground-up, free-climbing the moves and hanging from hooks to drill the
bolts, over eight days between March 19 and April 8.

We studied the wall and decided on a line to the left of the waterfall. The route starts
with two pitches of mixed face and crack climbing by a dihedral. The third pitch crosses the
left side of a roof via face climbing; this is the longest pitch, 57m. Pitches four and five climb
beautiful face features, and pitch six finishes the climb. Macuchi, Raramuri Lenguaje [route
name] is 300m long, V 5.12+ in difficulty, and well protected. Although we didn’t send it free,
we think it’s probably 5.12+. Necessary equipment: helmet, one 60m rope, 23 long quickdraws.
It awaits an all-free ascent. For more information: simuchi@yahoo.com

Luis CARLOS GARCIA AYALA, México

Pico Candela, Northwest Ridge. In January 2006 Ralph Vega and I established the first technical
route on this obvious 1,000' granite spire off Highway 1, north of Monterey. After a four-hour
hike to the base, we started up the northwest ridge for two long pitches, then traversed right
into a crack system, which we followed for 400" to a ledge. One long pitch off the left end of the
ledge took us to the summit. Eight pitches, 5.10+, summit elevation 6,200'. Rappel the route to
the ledge, then five 50m rappels straight down the west face, using a lucky combination of oak
trees. Full rack to three inches.
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