CLIMBS AND EXPEDITIONS: PERU 243

ing through 250m of serac, they found the final 150m snow-and-ice face to involve climbing
up to 60°.
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Huaketsa Punta, Eder Sabino Cacha. On June 11, 2004, Mauro Floret, Massimo Sacchi, and
Marco Sterni, from Trieste, reached the summit of Huaketsa Punta (a.k.a. Amahuagaychu,
5,134m) after completing the first ascent of the west face. Huaketsa Punta is a steep rock forma-
tion set amongst pleasant, grassy meadows east of the well-known Olleros-to-Chavin trail. From
Olleros, close to the Rio Santa Valley south of Huaraz, it is possible to take a 4WD for 15-16km
to the village of Sacracancha, from where a three-hour walk south leads to the foot of the rock
wall, at 4,740m (S 09° 39.49'; W 77°). The rock is porphyry and therefore not always perfect,
but allows natural protection throughout. The route follows a prominent dihedral in the center
of the face. The climbing was largely free up to 6¢c, with a 60m section of A2 in a right-facing
dihedral close to the summit. Every belay was equipped with one 10mm bolt. The 500m climb,
Eder Sabino Cacha, was named after a young Peruvian guide who was killed in an avalanche the
previous day while skiing Tocllaraju. The climbers recommend the area as being easy to reach,
generally dry, and having little vegetation compared to, say, the Paron Valley.
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Cordillera Blanca, other activity. The following information supplements the new routes
individually reported above.

In addition to their climbs on La Esfinge (above), Polish climbers Arkadiusz Grzadziel,
Bogustaw Kowalski, and Jerzy Stefariski added a 300m variation, to the right of the Normal
Route, on the upper portion of Artesonraju (6,025m).

In the Ishinca Valley in early May, Jamie Laidlaw made two extremely steep ski descents,
likely firsts. He climbed and skied (same line) the West Face (750m, D+) of Tocllaraju (6,032m),
and two days later climbed and skied the 800m North Face (D+) of Ranrapalca. For Ranrapalca
he climbed a ridge on the east side of the hanging face to minimize rockfall exposure. He
climbed to the 6,162m summit but skied down from just below a short band of 5.5 rock that
guards the summit plateau, and skied farther to climber’s right than his ascent.

Also in the Ishinca, on June 18 Americans Wayne Crill and Kevin Gallagher returned to
their 2004 route on Hatun Ulloc, Karma de los Condores, to make its first free ascent at 5.11d.
One week later Americans Andy Wellman and James Woods repeated the route, free, and con-
tinued up Ulloc’s previously unclimbed upper tiers on rock up to 5.9R. About 60m from the
summit they retreated due to dirty and vegetated cracks.

On August 15 Wellman and Tyler Anderson climbed the south face of Mururaju (a.k.a.
Nevado Pongos Sur, 5,688m), likely making the second ascent of the 1999 Argentine-Israeli
route, the South Face Direct (600m, TD WI3). They made some minor variations while climbing
the face in 10 hours (16 hours roundtrip from base camp).

Wellman made many impressive repeats during the summer, including a 6:32 trailhead-
to-summit solo of Artesonraju (6,025m) via the Normal Route.

The prolific Spanish climber Jordi Corominas made several speed solos, including the
Ecuadorian Route on Santa Cruz (6,259m) in six hours, and the 1979 route on Sarapo (6,127m,



