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two seracs threaten the peace
of the valley, our route is free of
serac danger. The base of the wall
is at 4,800m, so acclimatization is
important. We used 38 bolts, for
belays and for protection. The rap-
pel route reverses the climb. Our
route ends before crossing a snow-
field of penitentes (we only had
rock shoes), about 200m from the
summit.

MARISOL MONTERRUBIO, Mexico
(translated by Bean Bowers)

Note on naming: As with many peaks
in the region, some confusion sur-
rounds this peak’s name and location.
The name “Cuyoc” has been used syn-
onymously with Puscanturpa Sur by
some climbers (including Monterru-
bio), locals, and even maps. The true
Nevado Cuyoc, or Cuyocraju, howev-
er, is just southwest of the Puscanturpa
group, on the other side of Cuyocpunta
(Cuyoc Pass). Puscanturpa Sur sits
between the well-known Puscantur-
pa Norte and Cuyoc Pass, and likely
picked up the incorrect name of Cuyoc
due to this proximity to Cuyoc Pass.

CORDILLERA CENTRAL

Pariakaka, Peru 6 Mil. Pariakaka is
located in the Yauyos area between
the borders of Lima and Junin,
where such other snowy peaks as
Collquepurco, Vicunita, Tunshu,

Oriol Anglada having no trouble routefinding on pitch 5 of El Guardian
de Pachamama. Marisol Monterrubio

B

Puscanturpa Norte (A) and Puscanturpa Sur (B), with route line roughly
indicated, from the Quebrada Huanacpatay. Oriol Anglada

Tatajaico, and Paca are found. From the main highway between Lima and Huancayo, go through
Oroya and Pachacallo, finally arriving in Tanta, where there are telephones, hotel, and food, and
one can arrange for an arriero and burros to get to base camp. It's 17 km from Tanta to Parjakaka
and took Guillermo Mejia and I a bit more than half the day. The moraine at the end being too
difficult for the Burros to pass, we had to ferry loads.

The next day we went on a recon to the base of our proposed route, to mark our approach
and get oriented. The weather was bad, cloudy and snowing lightly by 3 p.m. The following morn-
ing the weather continued poor, so we waited in base camp. On day three, September 1, we left
base camp at 3:30 a.m., taking two hours to get to the base of the climb and our gear deposit. We
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Pariakaka's southwest face, showing Peru 6 Mil, the only route on the face. The triangle near the top marks their
bivy, and the arrows their descent. Diego Fernandez

Guillermo Mejia near the top on Peru 6 Mil. Diego Fernandez

anchor and chipped at the ice to make a small bivy ledge.

started up the southwest face, by a
75° ice slope with a small rock step,
gaining a little more than 100m.
We then arrived at a verglased
wall, where Guillermo put in an
anchor and, after bringing me up,
set off on a 50m pitch. We contin-
ued, simul-climbing for 500m on
an 80° ice slope, with vertical steps
and easy mixed ground.

At 4 p.m. we gained another
mixed section, the crux, verti-
cal and technical, probably due
to never getting sun. The exit was
crowned with seracs that guard the
summit. At 6:30 p.m. we placed an

The next morning we ate some chocolate and quickly got under way to reach the warmth
of the sun and the top. Two mixed pitches with some aid, the second going through a roof formed
by the serac looming overhead, followed by 20m of rock, deposited us on top about mid-day.
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We descended the Normal Route, starting with a wall of rock, then going through a field
of penitentes and crossing a couple of bergschrunds. The entire descent is riddled with crevasses
and requires roping together. We arrived at base camp at 7 p.m., 40 hours after leaving our tent.

Peru 6 Mil, 650m, VI AI7 (75°-95°) M8 A2

DIEGO FERNANDEZ, Peru (translated by Bean Bowers)

Tunshu, Direct Northeast Face. To reach Tunshu (5,730m), take the main highway from Lima
to Huancayo through Oroya and Pachacallo. From there take the road to Hauylacancha Lake
(60km, 3 hrs), and then to Siuracoha Lake and base camp, in the moraine. Water can be found
in the glacial drainage nearby, and from the moraine it is 20 minutes to the glacier. The north-
east face of Tunshu is visible from camp, and in three hours (follow the right side of the lake)
you can reach the base of the wall.

Axel Loayza, Guillermo Mejia, and I began to climb the northeast face at 4 a.m., starting
on the right side of the wall, then traversing on the glacier to a 50° slope and a bergschrund.
From there we did our first pitch, over a snow/ice bridge; the pitches tended up and left. Pitch
five involved loose snow on rock with patches of verglas. By the ninth pitch the terrain got
more vertical, with sections of hard, brittle ice. Near the summit rock cap we did a diagonal
traverse to where we could get in a piton and make our last anchor (11th). We were 40m from
the summit. This was the most vertical section of the route. At 3 p.m. on November 1 we got
to the summit and appreciated the view of the surrounding peaks: Pariakaka, Tatajaico, Col-
lquepurco, and Vicunita.

We got to the summit in good weather but took so much time taking pictures that we
didn’t notice a building thunderstorm. The rappel from the summit was complicated, and a bit
hair-raising due to the lightning. After getting off-route, and a cold, open bivouac (at least the
snow and lightning had ceased!), and a long walk to the tent, we arrived at camp at 11 a.m. the
day after summiting.

Direct Northeast Face, 660m, V AI3 (50°-80°)

JENNY POSTILLOS, Peru (translated by Bean Bowers)

CORDILLERA ORIENTAL

Various ascents. On an expedition I led to the Cordillera Oriental with Tim Riley, we did several
climbs. Our first climb, on August 9, was of a nameless ca. 5,200m peak that extends from the
long ridge west-southwest of Nevado Huaguruncho. We climbed the northeast ridge, grading it
AD, and descended the southwest ridge/western slopes in a round trip from base camp of 127
hours. I could find no evidence of this peak having been climbed, although the French gave it
agoin 1968.

Our next climb was on the southwest face of Nevado Nausacocha and was just awesome,
16 pitches of perfect climbing. Snow, ice, and perfect granite led to the summit. I thought this
peak may also have been unclimbed but found a bolt anchor and fixed ropes on the summit;
the ropes headed down the southeast ridge. I could find no details of this ascent, although
I found a krab with “Made in Japan” stamped on it. [Subsequent research revealed a Japanese
ascent unpublished in western journals: Southeast Ridge, Kumagai-Kubo-Nishikawa-Moriya-



