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Sawamura-Tomomura, 1978.] We rappelled
our ascent route and were back in high camp
i after 18 hours of climbing. We rated this
Rock step Zi S Abs route D+.
f Our final climb was on August 23,
of a minor rock peak, near Cerro Barraco,
which we climbed by its east ridge, with
one short pitch of severe (British grade), to
gain the moderate east ridge.

ANTHONY BARTON, U.K.

CORDILLERA VILCABAMBA

Cordillera Vilcabamba, various ascents.
In 2004 Canadians Conny Amelunxen and
Neil Maedel visited the eastern end of the
Pumasillo group, climbing the small peaks,
north of Totora, that form the end of the
long curving ridge running generally east
The ca. 5,200m peak climbed by Barton and Riley, from Lasunayoc (5,960m). The weather
showing their NE ridge ascent and SW ridge/W slopes  was particularly bad, and the pair was only
descent. Anthony Barton able to climb on two days. On the first they

High camp. a

Nevado Nausacocha from the east, showing the Barton-Riley route. Anthony Barfon
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made an 18-hour traverse over the three most easterly peaks, which were separated by two
minor subpeaks; this involved one-to-two pitch ascents. They climbed the most easterly peak by
the north face and west ridge, with pitches of 5.8 and 5.9 to reach the summit. They traversed
the next main peak from east to west via three pitches of 50-60° snow and a 30m summit section
of 5.6. The third, highest peak gave a convoluted glacier ascent, after which the two descended
south to camp.

On the second day, in a 22-hour push, they climbed two more peaks, including a traverse
of the highest in this area, a large granite summit. Reaching the notch west of the previous
day’s third peak, they moved onto the north flank and climbed two pitches of 65° ice to a gap
between two tops. A pitch of 5.9 led to the west top. They climbed the more easterly top in four
rock pitches up to 5.10. From here a knife-blade ridge led south to a col in front of a second,
possibly higher peak. This gave two pitches (5.8 and 5.9), followed by scrambling to the top. A
convoluted descent, first north, then back east to cross the south ridge, led to a glacier, down
which they headed south and eventually walked out to Totura. The five summits ranged from
ca. 5,000 to 5,300m, and gave intricate climbing up to 5.10 and W14. Although no trace of pre-
vious ascents was found, it is not known how many of these peaks were new. It is believed the
two westernmost were likely climbed by a 1969 Australian expedition.

In June, after visiting a valley called Pumasillo (the only glaciated peak in this area, west
of the Mandor group, is confusingly marked on the map as 5,189m Cerro Pumasillo, but it
should not be confused with the main Pumasillo Massif farther east) but not reaching any sum-
mits, Germans Christoph Nick, Frank Toma, Katja Angerhofer, Christian Klant, Ingo Mittas,
and Katja Weil, and Peruvian brothers Alejandro and Hermenegildo Huaman Olarte, trekked
south across the Mandor and eventually reached the village of Yanama, known to Nick and
Toma from previous visits. Leaving the Yanama Valley they headed north to place a camp at
5,200m, close to the Lasunayoc Col. From there Angerhofer, Klant, Nick, and Toma ascended
Lasunayoc via the huge eastern glacier and a final steep ice face of 60°. This 5,936m peak was
first climbed by Americans in 1956 and had been reconnoitered by Nick and Toma in 2002.
Good conditions allowed them to complete the ascent in a roundtrip of nine hours from camp.
Like all peaks in this region, Lasunayoc is rarely climbed. The next day Angerhofer, Klant,
Mittas, and Nick climbed Pk. 5,447m on the east side of the col, dubbing it the “Mirador de
Lasunayoc.” In 2002 Nick and Toma had failed to climb the 30m summit tower, but this time
the four Germans were successful, after a pitch of UIAA VI on less than perfect rock. They
rappelled from an in-situ snow stake hammered into a crack on the summit. Pk. 5,447m has
both a rocky and a snowy top. The snowy summit was climbed by New Zealanders in 1962 and
Australians in 1969, but the rocky top was not ascended until 2003, when Conny Amelunxen
and Sean Easton climbed it, at 5.9. Today it is undoubtedly the highest point of the mountain
but may not have been so 40 years ago.

The team then split, with Klant and Nick trekking to the Palcay Valley for an attempt on
Salcantay (6,271m), while the rest returned via the village of Mollepata (2,800m) to Cuzco. Part
of this trek is being promoted by agencies as an alternative to the very popular Inca Trail, and
Toma notes the once pristine environment has now become a huge garbage dump.

On the June 21 Klant and Nick established a camp below the Normal Route (Northeast
Ridge) of Salcantay, which rises from a col at 4,500m and is generally considered ca. alpine
AD in standard. Klant was ill, so on the 23rd Nick left for a solo attempt. When he hadn’t
returned by the 25th Klant descended for help. The subsequent helicopter search by two rescue
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teams, one from a private organization and the second from the Policia di Alta Montagne,
found a high bivouac and steps leading to the base of a rock wall, above which they van-
ished. The search was called off after a week, and Nick’s body has not been found. His previous
new routes, during the last few years, in the Vilcabamba (Pumasillo and Panta groups) and
Urubamba (Terijuay Group) with Toma were reported in Mountain INFO.

LINDSAY GRIFFIN, Mountain INFO Editor, CLIMB magazine

CORDILLERA VILCANOTA

Auzangate Massif, mapping and new approach route. In early May, Brad Johnson and I,
accompanied by three American clients and supported by five Peruvians, spent 10 days in the
Cordillera Vilcanota collecting field data for an upcoming map of the range. We entered the
region through Tinqui, Upis, and Arapa Pass and traveled counterclockwise around Auzangate,
using the regular trekking route to Jampa. From there we crossed Huayruru Punta to Sibinaco-
cha Lake and made a high traverse through Laguna Huarurumicocha and down to Laguna Mul-
lucocha, between Sefial Nevado Tres Pico and Nevado Chumpa. A Czech team in 2004 explored
this pass and did several, as reported in the 2005 AAJ. Although the approach we took from the
south is possible on foot, the trail and terrain are still too difficult for pack animals; this may
change as more people travel the route. This southern approach may provide quicker access to
this part of the range, from a trailhead at Sibinicocha, which is accessible by road from Cuzco.
A significant number of unclimbed lines exist in this region, which is becoming easier to access.
We plan to complete our fieldwork and publish a map of the range in 2006.

MARTIN GAMACHE, Alpine Mapping Guild

CORDILLERA CARABAYA

Cordillera Carabaya, various ascents.
I led an expedition to the Peruvian
Cordillera Carabaya in June, and we
believe we made a few first ascents and
new routes. This is a very remote part
of Peru, and in two weeks traveling in
the mountains we saw no other west-
erners. One local alpaca herder said
that in over 20 years no other climbers
had been to the first valley we visited.
The weather was unbelievably good,
with only one partly cloudy day in our
three weeks. It was also a dry year in

the mountains, and the glaciers were i 9558 R e AN
uite icy, with little snow on the rock Chichicapac from the northwest. At least one route has been
d Y climbed from this side, but details are sparse. The route climbed

routes that we climbed. Glacier reces- by Biggar et al ascends the other side, beyond the right skyline.
sion over the last few decades has John Biggar, www.andes.org.uk




