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face, climbed by Slovenes Boris Lorencic and Urban Azman; the second ascent of the French
route on the northwest pillar, climbed over two days by Argentine Gabriel Otero and Brazilians
Edemilson Padilha and Valdesir Machado; the first free ascent and first one-day ascent of the
Casarotto route (Kearney-Knight variation), by Americans Bean Bowers and Josh Wharton in
15 hours bergschrund-to-summit (24 hours roundtrip from Paso Superior), at about 5.11+;
and the first female ascent of the same route, by 23 year-old American Crystal Davis-Robbins,
with Canadian Jon Walsh in a 27-hour push, bergschrund-to-summit. Davis-Robbins’ ascent
is particularly significant because, unlike some “first female ascents,” she shared equally the
leading duties. Just three days later American Helen Motter, also swinging leads, climbed the
Franco-Argentine route with Bowers (his second Fitz Roy ascent in 72 hours), completing
the third or fourth female ascent of the route. Elsewhere on Fitz Roy, veteran American Jim
Donini, who first visited the Chalten massif in 1974, attempted a new route on the west flank
of the Goretta (north) Pillar with Tom Englebock. They climbed 14 pitches before retreating
in deteriorating weather. They intend to return next year to complete it. Elsewhere in the mas-
sif, Americans Sean Leary and Bean Bowers did a nine-hour, no-falls ascent of the Red Pillar
(550m, 5.12b) route on Mermoz, with both climbers climbing all pitches.

Cerro Torre continues to be climbed almost exclusively by the Compressor Route, but
ironically this year the long-disputed first ascent route was both disproved and climbed, and
the true first ascent route, the Ragni di Lecco west face route, was repeated. In early December
a Franco-Argentine team led by Bruno Sourzac and including Ramiro Calvo, Walter Rossini,
Max O’Dell, and Gabriel and Luciano Fiorenza completed the fifth ascent to the summit of this
route (previous ascents to the summit: Chiappa-Conti-Ferrari-Negri, 1974, now known to be
the true first ascent of Cerro Torre; Bragg-Carman-Wilson, 1977; Bearzi-Winkelmann, 1986;
Elias-Merino, 1997).
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Cerro Torre, El Arca de los Vientos. On November 12 and 13, Alessandro Beltrami, Rolando
Garibotti, and Ermanno Salvaterra became the first to climb Cerro Torre from the north. Their
route, El Arca de los Vientos (1,200m, 37 pitches, VI 5.11 A1 90°), starts with the Bragg-Donini-
Wilson (1977) Torre Egger line on the lower east face to the Col of Conquest, then moves onto
the northwest face, and then the north face to the west ridge to the summit. See Salvaterra’s
feature article on their historic climb, earlier in this Journal.

Cerro Torre, The Long Run; and Cerro Standhardt, Extreme Emotions. On Janurary 3, 2006,
Stephen Koch and I went to Chalten and the next day to the Agostini/Bridwell Base Camp
at Laguna Torre. The weather was unstable, as described in many Patagonian reports. Our
first idea was the Marsigny-Parkin to the Ferrari route to the summit of Cerro Torre. At the
Noruegos camp we met Dean Potter, who was waiting for weather to improve. He wanted to
BASE jump from Cerro Torre. After we returned to BC together, I suggested that Dean join us
on the climb. He was happy to.

After several days of bad weather we returned to Noruegos, but on the way up the glacier
we noticed that conditions on the Marsigny-Parkin were not good for safe and fast climbing,
so we decided on a route we’d previously considered as a second option.

On January 17 we started to climb from the glacier up the 250m EI Mochito via new



