
N e a c o l a  M o u n t a i n s

Neacola M ountains, firs t fu ll-length  ski traverse. Next tim e you’re in A nchorage on a sunny 
evening, go dow ntow n to  F ou rth  Street and have a p in t at Sim on and Seafort’s Grill. As you 
hydrate, look through the picture windows across Cook Inlet. The big m ountains you’re seeing 
are the Tordrillos. At the ir left end is M t. Spurr, w ith  a tiny pom p om  o f steam  venting from  
the sum m it. Below the left side o f  M t. Spurr is Lake C hakacham na, visible as a large break in 
the m ountains. Farther left, beyond Lake C hakacham na, the Neacolas stretch southwest for 81 
miles to  the Tlikakila River and  Lake Clark.

O n April 6 D oug Brewer o f  Alaska Air West in Nikiski flew us to  5,000' on  the Glacier 
Fork where we cached 150 lbs o f booze and food. Doug then shuttled us to the east end o f Lake 
Chakacham na. W ith six days o f food and  a 1:250,000-scale map, we headed back to our cache, 
across the high névés o f  the M cA rthur, Blockade, and Tanaina glaciers. O nce at ou r cache, we 
base-cam ped on the Glacier Fork, Neacola Glacier, and N o rth  Fork for 10 days, fighting con
stant storm s, skiing deep pow der and couloirs including the likely first descent o f The Gorilla 
Finger (2,600' vertical) off the west side o f the N orth  Fork Glacier at 4,150'. The final five days 
we tou red  onto  the Tlikakila River via the Kijik River, Portage Lake, an d  O tte r Lake, m aking 
an o ther likely first descent o f a couloir we dubbed Im m ortal Technique (3,000' vertical). The 
final 15 miles were alder ‘shwacking on grizzly trails to Lake Clark. O n April 27 D oug fetched 
us in his DeHavilland Beaver on  a gravel bar.

We found the Neacola M ountains to be a heavily glaciated version o f the N orth  Cascades, 
w ith granite peaks rising to 9,000'. Along our tour, we com pared 10 WAAS GPS elevations to 
1958 1:63,360 USGS m aps and  found  an average elevation drop  o f  70'. O u r Neacola traverse 
was about 100 miles and  20,000 vertical feet. We skied 57,000 total vertical feet.
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