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Oujdad, north face and west spur. A Spanish team added a fine line while we busied ourselves
with La Bas. In September Luis Alfonso, Dani Martin, and Javi Saez put up Los Ratones
Coloraos on the north face of Oujdad. The 400m route has 12 main pitches, finishing right of
Whisky Berebere, and from the top of the wall it is possible to scramble to the summit (French
2 and 3) and descend the normal route. The climb is vertical, technical, and sustained (6¢c+,
6b+ obl) on generally sound but smooth rock with little friction. It is fully bolted, so future
ascensionists need carry only 15 quick draws. According to the Spanish topo, it’s not one of the
best routes at Taghia, but it’s still pretty good.

KEVIN THAW

Various new routes and repeat ascents. From March 31 to April 24 the Freewall Team of the
German Alpine Club visited the limestone walls of Taghia. After two years of successful training,
where they learned the fundamental climbing tricks, from aid to sport-climbing to boulder-
ing, and from body-weight placements to double dynos, Daniel Gebel, Christoph Gotschke,
Markus Grieshammer, Paul Sass, Benno Wagner, and I as trainer put up five new routes up to
8a+/5.13c. We also repeated classic routes up to 7c. All targets and expectations were fulfilled.
Two new 500m routes with multiple 7th grade pitches would rank among the five best multi-
pitch limestone routes I know in Europe.

- S

The north face of Taoujdad showing from left to right: D’ Antonion und die 3 Musketiere (16 pitches, 7c+), Riviere
Purpur (16 pitches, 7b+), and Fata Morgana (15 pitches, 7c). The five-pitch Mastermind (7c+) lies just to the right
of Fata Morgana. Toni Lamprecht
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The team was lucky in its choice of
new-route lines up the walls around the small
village of Taghia and enjoyed three weeks of
largely good weather throughout the stay. The
walls lie in the middle of a dreamlike climbing
valley, where time is slow and the potential for
pioneering is awesome. However, one acci-
dent showed the seriousness of our climbing
trip. After repeating a few hard classic routes,
the team focused on first ascents on the north
face of Taoujdad. This 600m-high wall has
scope for beautiful hard lines and is just 30
minutes walk from the small Berber village of
Taghia, with its 300 inhabitants. The village is
only accessible by 4WD and a four-hour walk
through an amazing gorge. It is situated in a
beautiful green valley at ca 2,000m. The tran-
quility and hospitality of the local people are
inspiring, and the surrounding peaks, which
rise to 3,000m, complete a wonderful ambi-
ence. Most climbs lie between 20 minutes and
three hours from the village.

From April 3-7 Gebel and Gotschke
climbed a new route that they named Fata
Morgana (500m, 15 pitches, 7¢), finishing on Riviere Purpur. On April 13 they made a one-day
ascent. From April 4-9 Grieshammer, Lamprecht, Sass, and Wagner climbed D’Antonion und die
3 Musketiere (520m, 16 pitches, 7c+) This route was climbed in a day on April 16, again using
Riviere Purpur for the finish. Gebel, Gotschke, and Lamprecht created Mastermind (150m, five
pitches, 7c+) on April 12 and 14, with a one-day ascent being made on the 16th. Gebel made the
first ascent of Fire Inside (8a) on April 18, and Gebel and Wagner made the first ascent of Muy
Benno (8a+) on the 20th.

WEe also repeated Jamiro (11 pitches, 7a variation, Grieshammer-Wagner, April 3), Riviere
Purpur (16 pitches, 7b+, Grieshammer-Wagner, April 4), Fata Morgana (the first 10 pitches by
Gotschke and Lamprecht, April 13; all 15 pitches including the Riviere Purpur finish by Gebel
and Sass, April 19), Fantasia (11 pitches to the rappel anchors, 7b+, Sass-Wagner, April 14), La
Mano de la Maroc (13 pitches, 7b+, Sass-Wagner-Lamprecht, April 17), and Le Zebta (eight
pitches, 7b+, Gebel-Gotschke, April 17).

During the first ascent of Fata Morgana (7c) on the
north face of Taoujdad, Taghia. Toni Lamprecht

TONI LAMPRECHT, German Alpine Club

MALI

Hand of Fatima, Suri Tondo, north summit. In February Eliza Kubarska and I, from Poland,
arrived beneath the famous sandstone towers known as the Hand of Fatima. Our main objec-
tives were a new route on one of the main towers that make up the Hand and look for new



