
Pakistan

O verview . T h is  year 91 a p p lic a tio n s  w ere 
received by the Pakistan authorities for perm its 
to climb various peaks. O f these, 78 applicants 
were g ranted  perm ission  to clim b their peaks 
o f choice, includ ing  10 app lican ts w ho were 
g ran ted  perm ission  to clim b two peaks each. 
Ten expeditions were unable to gain p e rm is
sion to climb peaks situated in the H indu Kush, 
as these objectives were considered too close to 
troubled  A fghanistan. Peaks situated  close to 
the war zone of the Siachen Glacier were sim i
larly affected. Three expeditions later w ithdrew  
their applications.

O f 88 attempts on 22 peaks, 40 succeeded in putting 199 climbers on the sum m it of eight 
peaks. Eighteen out of 21 expeditions attem pting G asherbrum  II in the year o f its golden jub i
lee were successful, with 126 climbers reaching the sum m it. Seven expeditions went to K2, but 
only two were successful, pu tting  four clim bers on the sum m it. These included the Japanese 
Yuka Komatsu, who at 23 years and 10 m onths is the youngest female to climb the m ountain, 
and Tatsuya Aoki, who at 21 years and 10 m onths becam e the youngest person. Four Russians 
were caught in an avalanche at 8,350m and disappeared.

Fourteen team s went to Broad Peak, of which six were successful in putting a total of 21 
mem bers on top. Only three expeditions and a total of nine climbers out of the seven expeditions 
to G asherbrum  I reached the sum m it. O n Nanga Parbat three of the six team s were successful, 
though only four climbers sum m ited. Eight team s tried the norm al route on the now popular 
Spantik. Six were successful, and 30 climbers reached the top. Parties climbed both Latok II and 
III. The rest of the expeditions, which included those to Baintha Brakk, Batura II, Chogolisa, 
Diran, G asherbrum  IV, K7, Khunyang Chhish, Latok I, M asherbrum, Passu Peak, Rakaposhi, and 
Shispare were unsuccessful [though a num ber of these attempts are reported below].
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