CLUB ACTIVITIES 483

On December 3 the Sierra Nevada Section wrapped up the year with our Annual Holiday
Dinner at Spenger’s Fish Grotto in Berkeley. Members and guests enjoyed drinks, a dinner
buffet, video and photos from this year’s Section events, a gear raffle, and a Big Wall Triple
Header: Our own Peter Mayfield and Steve Schneider were joined by fellow AAC member
Mike Libecki to present Big Walls After the Golden Age—From Yosemite to the Greater Ranges.
The general public was invited to join us just for the slideshow, and about 20 folks did so.
Peter shared his 1980s first ascents of the A5 El Cap routes, Aurora and Zenyatta Mondatta,
and the Big Chill on Half Dome, the latter two with Jim Bridwell. Former Section Chair Steve
Schneider told us of his free ascent of El Cap via the route Golden Gate and of his ascent of
“Welcome to the Slabs of Koricancha” (V 5.13b, 650m, 13 pitches) on La Esfinge in the Cordil-
lera Blanca with a then 14-year old Scott Corey. And our guest Mike Libecki showed a film of
his solo trip to the remote East coast of Greenland (85 hours of three-mph boat travel through
a choked icepack!), where he made the first ascent of a 5,000-foot wall. What a fantastic show!
The Section also presented certificates of appreciation to our members Linda McMillan
and Dick Duane for their tremendous efforts on behalf of the AAC and all of the climbing
community in preserving Yosemite’s Camp 4.
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NORTHERN ROCKIES SECTION. In March, Access Fund Policy Director Jason Keith asked the
Section to rally a letter writing campaign in support of re-opening the Twin Sisters at Idaho’s
City of Rocks for climbing. Thanks are due to all who responded. The revised City of Rocks
Climbing Management Plan is in draft, and there should be a further comment period some-
time in 2007. For those who may not know, the Access Fund logo is based on the outline of the
Twin Sisters.

On September 30 members pitched in with the Salt Lake City Climbers’ Alliance and
the Access Fund for Adopt-a-Crag day at the Salt Lake Slips in Big Cottonwood Canyon near
Salt Lake City. The Slips climbing area needed a better access trail and more stable staging
areas. A large turnout of hard workers pitched in to insure a successful day. Particular thanks
were extended by the Natural Resource Manager of the Wasatch Cache National Forest.

The annual Moondance at City of Rocks National Reserve, hosted by the Section, was
held on the first full-moon weekend in October, which landed on the weekend of October 7.
Despite cold weather and rain at the start, 32 people showed up to be rewarded by a surprise
appearance of the full moon itself. Doug Colwell donated a fully functional barbeque for the
gala party, at which folks ate and reveled around the campfire until the wee hours of the night.
AAC members journeyed from Boise, Missoula, Sun Valley/Ketchum, Salt City City, and else-
where in the area to share the mountaineering camaraderie.

Our former Chair, Doug Colwell, was awarded the Access Fund’s Sharp End Award in
recognition of his longtime activism for the climbing community and countless hours spent
promoting climbers’ interests at Twin Sisters at City of Rocks, Castle Rock State Park, and, in
Arizona, at the Oak Flat/Queen Creek climbing area.

Local Organizations/Web sites of interest of interest to climbers in our territory:

http://www.boiseclimbers.org, http://www.saltlakeclimbers.org; http://montanaclimb-
ers.org, http://seracclub.org, http://www.wasatchmountainclub.org.

BRIAN CABE, Chair


http://www.boiseclimbers.org
http://www.saltlakeclimbers.org
http://montanaclimb-
http://seracclub.org
http://www.wasatchmountainclub.org

