
K2, north face attempt, north ridge ascent. After abandoning their dream s o f an alpine-style new 
route on the north  face o f K2 because o f severe w eather and poor climbing conditions, Serguey 
Samoilov and Denis U rubko succeeded on the rarely clim bed no rth  ridge on O ctober 2. The 
Kazakh clim bers’ rapid ascent, in difficult conditions and with no supplem entary oxygen, was 
the latest in the year that K2 has ever been climbed.

After arriving at base cam p in late August, Samoilov and U rubko acclim atized on K2’s 
north ridge, reaching 8,300m on September 16. Back in base camp, they rested for their attem pt 
on a direct route up a shallow spur on the north  face, left o f the no rth  ridge route. But persist
ent poor w eather loaded the face w ith snow, creating dangerous avalanche conditions.

The two clim bers approached the face on Septem ber 27, b u t a blizzard tha t night 
scrubbed any hope o f an attem pt on the new route. Instead, they traversed to the no rth  ridge, 
reaching C am p 2 on tha t route on Septem ber 29 in poor weather. They next day was clear, 
though windy and cold, and they continued to Cam p 3, and on O ctober 1, despite a new storm , 
they clim bed to C am p 4. O n O ctober 2 
they reached the sum m it and re tu rned  to 
high camp.

The north  ridge o f K2, first climbed by 
a large Japanese expedition in 1982, has seen 
only a handful o f repeats. Until now, the la t
est au tum n  ascent o f K2 was a 1978 A m eri
can team 's sum m its on Septem ber 6 and 7, 
via the northeast ridge.
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