
Gangotri, Meru South, northeast face direct. At 
4:30 p.m . on July 13 the sky finally opened 
for three Korean climbers standing at the top 
of the northeast face o f M eru Peak (6,660m).
Three instructors from  the Extrem e Riders 
Alpine Club, Kim Se-jun (38), Kim Tae-man 
(35), and W ang Jun-ho (36), probably the 
outstanding big wall climbers in the country, 
had com pleted a new direct line up the face, 
the headw all a con tinuous 90-110°. They 
nam ed their route Gate to the Sky. O ther 
m em bers o f the team  were Ju W ur-yeong,
Kim Hyeong-wook, and Son Jung-ho.

The expedition established advanced 
base below the wall at 5,000m, then for 10- 
days fixed 1,800m o f rope over 34 pitches o f 
m oderate slopes (50-60° rock, snow, and ice) 
to C am p 2 below the headwall. They then 
hauled 120kg o f gear and provisions to this 
site and retreated to base camp. The weather 
rem ained unsettled, and bo th  tim e and p ro ­
visions began to ru n  short. Unable to wait 
m uch longer, they resum ed clim bing in less 
than  favorable w eather and on July 3 jugged 
the ropes to Cam p 2, rested for two days, and 
m inim ized their gear for the wall above.

O n July 5 Kim Sae-joon led the first 
pitch on the headwall in a capsule-style push 
to the top. The climbers bivouaced in a two- 
m an portaledge and a ham m ock bu t only 
used 200g sum m er sleeping bags. R ationing 
food, the three survived prim arily on choco­
late, three or four sweets a day, and a meal at night. Nevertheless they eventually ran out and on 
the final three days o f the ascent ate nothing. In addition , they only saw the sun on two days. 
The clim bing was far m ore difficult than  anticipated. They spent nine days reaching the top 
from  C am p 2, clim bing 510m (10 pitches) on the headwall. The granite was often fragile and 
rockfall horrific. Twenty hours were required to aid past the 50m A5 technical crux, on the sec­
ond pitch above C am p 2, b u t the greatest obstacle was ano ther 50m section at 6,200m. The 
climbers n icknam ed this A4 section “ED,” for Extrem e Danger. It took two days to overcom e 
this section, where they were forced to pry off a large piece o f rock in order to make progress.

The three clim bers reached the ridge just below and right o f the m ost no rtherly  o f the 
points that make up the near-horizontal sum m it crest of M eru South. [Editor’s Note: their GPS 
read 6,660m, the same as the official height o f M eru South. However, it seems generally accept­
ed that the m ain sum m it o f M eru South is at the southern  end o f the ridge, reached by Japan­
ese in 1980 during the only ascent o f the m ountain  to date. Photographic evidence would seem



to confirm  this, as does Glenn Singleman, who BASE jum ped the northeast face from  a point a 
little higher than  the Korean exit bu t d idn ’t visit the unclim bed northerly  sum m it, which the 
Koreans eventually reached, just above him . He noted that the highest sum m it was 500m fu r­
ther south and ca 70m higher.] The retu rn  to base cam p required two days, w ith an overnight 
in Cam p 2. The weather worsened rapidly after the climbers arrived at this camp, making it pre­
carious to remove all rope and gear w ithout putting their lives in jeopardy. However, they m an­
aged to clean 800m of line. Three pitons, 20 bolts, and 17 rivets were left in the route. Gate to 
the Sky took a total o f 22 days to open and was graded VII, A5 5.10.

The expedition donated  150 books to the village o f Indo D asuda (five days walk from  
base cam p at Tapovan) during their re turn  to Delhi, and they have plans to build a library for 
this village. The Indian G overnm ent and G angotri National Park plan to prohibit trekkers from 
using the G angotri-to-Tapovan trail for five years, so the path  can be reconstructed. In add i­
tion , the Park may prohibit the entry  o f any group organized by an agency that does not p ro ­
vide a satellite phone.
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