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Sum m ary o f  activity. [This sum m ary  
supplem ents individual reports, mostly 
o f  b igger rou tes , below — Ed.] W hat 
m ay have been the first new  C ascade 
alpine rou te  o f the 2009 sum m er sea
son  cam e on  June  26, w ith  W ayne 
W allace an d  S teph  A begg c lim b in g  
Twin Needles in the  S outhern  Pickets 
(T h read  o f  Ice, III A I3). O n July 22 
K urt Hicks and  Forest M cBrian d id  a 
new  ro u te  on  F o rm idab le , c lim bing  
th e  d irec t/co m p le te  N o rth e a s t B u t
tress (III+ 5.9) in a 15-hour roundtrip .



M ario M oreno, Sandy Weil, Keith Luther, and Seth Pollack clim bed a new rou te  on M iddle 
Challenger, the South Ridge (1,100′, 5.7), on August 5. The next day, Luther and Pollack estab
lished Birthday Route (east ridge, six pitches, 5.9) on West Challenger.

A great deal o f W ashington crag climbing goes unreported, and the AAJ does not contain 
a complete record, even o f significant climbs, bu t one o f the longer crag routes o f the year was 
established on Squire Creek Wall, near D arrington, by Chris Greyell (the Holy Grail, III 5.10c).

D ecem ber 2009 was unusually good for ice clim bing, and climbers flocked to waterfalls 
a round  the state. M any had not been previously explored, and m any hadn’t seen ascents in 
years. O n February  21, 2010, Wayne Wallace and R olf Larson clim bed a new  rou te  on  the 
northeast face o f Pyram id Peak, w ith eight pitches to the sum m it (III W I5, plus a poin t o f A0). 
O n M arch 7, 2010, D aniel Jeffrey and Tom Sjolseth m ade the first ascent o f the long-sought 
Assassin Spire, a satellite o f Lincoln Peak in the Black Buttes area, via the Shooting Gallery 
(2,000′, IV W I4+), on the northw est face.
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