
M t. Majestic, Cracking the Emerald. In N ovem ber Ryan 
Frost and I clim bed C racking the Em erald (IV/V 5.10 
C 1), a steep new six-pitch rou te  on the southw est face 
o f Mt. Majestic, in the Emerald Pools area. We ascended 
a striking corner near the center o f the face, w ith dark 
rock on the right, lighter rock on the left. Part way up 
the corner is a roof, split by a one-inch crack. The clim b
ing was m ostly hand -and-finger cracks, w ith clean aid 
clim bing and ledges at every belay.

S h o rtly  a fte r  o u r  a scen t, Ben W illiam s free- 
clim bed the rou te , leading every p itch . T hree pitches 
were 5.11, and the fifth was 5.12-. We were surprised this 
route hadn’t been done before, because o f the quality o f 
the clim bing and the close proxim ity  to the pools. The 
setting is spectacular.

B r ia n  S m o o t


