
Watchtower, H ay Fever. In m id-July 2008 Dave Stewart and I clim bed w hat we believe to be a 
new route on the east face of Watchtower. We started from  camp in the Cirque and approached 
up the broad scree directly below the form ation. O ur route takes nondescrip t rock left o f the



East Gully route, near the toe o f the 
face. After th ree pitches o f  ru n -o u t 
5.10, we traversed hard  righ t to the 
huge left-facing d ihedra l th a t is the 
m ost p rom inen t feature on  the face. 
We follow ed th e  d ih ed ra l fo r tw o 
pitches, at 5.11 A0, u n til it ends at 
a large ro o f w here we found  an old 
p in  [Joe Kelsey, a u th o r o f  Climbing  
and H iking in the W ind River M oun­
tains, adds th a t a fixed p in  o r s to p ­
per h igh on a rou te  seem s to be an 
essen tia l in g red ien t o f  new  rou tes 
in  th e  W inds, w here  m any  ro u tes  
and  significant a ttem p ts  have gone 
u n re c o rd e d — Ed.] F rom  h ere  we 
dow nclim bed , traversed  righ t, and 
then  back up to a large grassy ledge 
30' above the roof. O ne pitch o f low- 
end 5.10 and ano ther 400' o f sim ul- 
clim bing got us to  the  sum m it. We 
pulled on gear on  tw o pitches to get 
around vegetation in the big dihedral, 
b u t these should go free at 5.11. Peo­
ple have clim bed on this face before, 
b u t we found  no record o f previous 
ascents near w here we clim bed. Hay 
Fever (5.11 A0, w ith 5.10R).
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