
Black C anyon o f  the G unnison, 
Big Island, N orth Shore. In June, 
Jared Ogden and I com pleted the 
N orth  Shore (5 .11+), a new route 
on the northw est face o f the Big 
Island. T he Big Island is a huge 
fla t-to p p ed  fo rm atio n  off C ross 
Fissures Overlook. The climb fol
lows an invisible line on excellent 
rock  w ith  su s ta in e d  d ifficu lty , 
sim ilar in character to E ldorado 
Canyon. Be looking for a pile o f 
white rocks am id the black, m ark
ing the start o f the N orth  Shore. 
The rou te  begins in th in  cracks 
up im probable-looking rock, with 
good bu t challenging protection . 
Ten pitches to the sum m it, a 60m 
rappel into a notch, and two easy 
pitches to Cross Fissures Overlook 
finish the adventure . Take trip le  
sets o f th in  cams. O urs was p rob 
ably the  th ird  ascent o f  the Big 
Island, after Layton Kor’s m ysteri
ous Echo Canyon route and W ild 
Bill’s Wall. The unpopu lar nature 
o f the  Big Island is no  surprise; 
find ing  th is quality  line aro u n d  
the d irty  slabs, bushy corners, and 
discontinuous cracks took several 
seasons. A topo  can be found  at 
the N orth  Rim Visitor Center.
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