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had suffered a mysterious leg cramp and was resigned to remaining in camp, but my partners
headed upslope, skiing near the right flank of the glacier until it was necessary to make a steep
boot pack. Zach then led a section of vertical ice above a gaping bergschrund. The last por-
tion of the glacier route involved cramponing a steep section, with the exposure of blue ice
walls underneath. They navigated around two more ’schrunds, then completed the route to the
virgin summit. The route climbs a strange corkscrew-shaped glacier that, from the summit,
flows briefly northwest, then curves north, then broadens to the northeast down to our camp.
After absorbing the spellbinding views of this remote portion of the range, one that included
numerous difficult-appearing unclimbed peaks, they skied back to camp, sometimes roped
while jumping impasses. Richard punched though a crevasse and somersaulted onto a steep
slope, to highlight the descent.

FRED BECKEY, AAC

NEACOLA MOUNTAINS

First ascents and descents. In late April 2006 Dustin Schaad and I were dropped by ski plane
near Glacier Fork [a.k.a. The Pitchfork Glacier, which drains to the Glacier Fork of the Tlikak-
ila River]. Our pilot, Doug Brewer, knew of no one being flown into this spot before. Over two
weeks in late April and early May, we explored ridges and couloirs surrounding our base camp.
Although we weren't there to peak-bag, we topped out some impressive couloirs, ticking off a
handful of 3,000—4,000' first ascents (climbed with crampons and axes) and descents (on skis).
[Maps and photos at aaj.americanalpineclub.org]

DAroN Huck

First ascents and exploration. On
April 21 Gerard van den Berg and
I installed camp at the top of the
Pitchfork glacial cirque [They ini-
tially reported being on the North
Fork Glacier, but their maps and
coordinates show the Pitchfork,
which drains to the Glacier Fork
of the Tlikakila River. The North
Fork is a few miles southwest of
the Pitchfork—Ed.], near Neacola
Mountain (2,873m). The next day
we prepared to explore the endless spectacular climbing and skiing, but a storm dropped two
meters of snow, trapping us for six days. When the sun timidly emerged, the mountains were
heavily loaded, so we headed toward summits that we felt were safer and had five good days.
Peak and route names are ours, as we believe our ascents were all firsts:

Day 1. We climbed Pacific Warrior (360m, 6b [French] A2 M6 WI4) on the southwest
face of Aguja Ulysses (2,150m, section 22 on Lake Clark (D1) map, N60°51'042/W153°20'846).
From the Hill of Geese (so called for the constant migration of these birds, even in bad weath-

Pacific Warrior, on Aguja Ulysses. Curro Gonzdlez
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er), we approached via a ramp,
up to 50° for 150m to the foot
of a narrow gully. In five pitches
(210m), we climbed a mixed
chimney/gully of ice, snow, and
rock to the summit. We made a
long rappel down the other side
and downclimbed to our skis.
Days 2-3. Unstable condi-
tions, so we descended the glacier

for 15 miles to new targets. We
established camp atop a side gla-
cier, after ascending 600m on 30°
slopes while pulling 80kg sleds.
Day 4. Day of fun: climbed
several things, so we could ski
virgin terrain. We also went up
600m (40° max) to a 2,250m col
between two needles, which we
climbed via their east faces. We
called the left needle Punta Rik
(60°, with a step of 4+ rock) and
_ Al the right one Punta Jimmy Boy
Litfle Horses, on La M. Curro Gonzdlez (60°, 3+ rock) (map section 35,
N60°54'634/W153°7'575). Then
we climbed the 800m southeast
face of the cirque’s highest moun-
tain, with snow to 60° and three
or more needles near the summit:
Pico Jeanet (2,300m, map section
35, N60°54'880/W153°07'771).
We descended on skis (EBA ski
difficulty, similar to S3), with
some downclimbing.
Day 5. Constant avalanches.
Day 6. With bad weather
forecast and the Redoubt Volcano
on the verge of erupting again,
we decided to leave. But first we
had to climb, full speed ahead. We
climbed the south-southwest face
of La M (2,100m, map section 31,
N60°55'031/W153°05'136), call-
: ing our route Little Horses (300m,
Curro Gonzélez on Pacific Warrior. Gerard van den Berg 5+ A2 WI3). A 250m snow-ice
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ramp (70° max), led to El Collado del Silencio. From there we first climbed the more difficult
left needle, a 40m pitch at 5+ A2, and rappelled to the col. We then climbed the 50m right
needle, about 6a A0. [Maps at aaj.americanalpineclub.org]

CURRO GONZALEZ, Spain

CHUGACH MOUNTAINS

Mt. Yukla, West Ridge. Rod Hancock and Stuart Parks climbed the Complete West Ridge of Yukla
in 2004 for the first ascent, after quite a few local attempts (including a near miss by Charlie Sas-
sara and Marty Schmidt during the winter of 1983-84). They completed the route, which gains
2,050m in elevation, in 11% hours. I completed the second ascent and first solo (without really
any beta) this August, in 11 hours. The route is huge but probably goes at IV 5.7.

SAMUEL JOHNSON, AAC

Toilsome Peak, first ascent; Worrisome Peak, northwest ridge. Ross Noffsinger, David Stchyrba,
and I helicoptered with Pollux Aviation to a 5,500' saddle on the ridge northwest of Trouble-
some Glacier, in the western Chugach, on June 26. We scrambled a mile northeast to Peak
6,325" and found no summit cairn, though it’s been previously ascended (southwest ridge and
south face) by Jim Sayler and possibly others. We retraced our route and descended to 4,000’
on Troublesome Glacier. From here we made the first ascent of Toilsome Peak (5,250"), via the
chossy southern slopes, and the second ascent of Worrisome Peak (5,690'), via a new route (50°
snow) up its northwest ridge. We descended Richard Baranow and Sam Pepper’s 2005 southern
route. We climbed back up to our landing site and moved camp to Blissful Lake (3,300') at the
base of notorious Baleful Peak (7,990"). However, a summer storm had deposited several inches
of snow and ice on the 5,000 4th-class northeast ridge, turning us back at 6,300'. We hiked out
to Eklutna Lake over the next two days.

DAVE HART, AAC and Mountaineering Club of Alaska

“Pass Out Peak,” first ascent; “Far Out Peak,” northwest slopes. On September 5 the two of us set
out to attempt two western Chugach peaks we thought might be unclimbed. From Richard’s
home, we hiked up the North Fork of Eagle River and Twin Falls Creek before setting Camp
1 at Blue-Eyed Lake. The next day we crossed Thunder Creek, ascended to Blackout Pass, and
crossed the Whiteout Glacier to establish Camp 2 at Whiteout Pass. On September 7 we trav-
eled down the Whiteout Glacier and up a tributary glacier to the south to access Peak 5,940
(61.13652° N, 148.80742° W), some three miles east of Whiteout Peak. Finding no evidence of
a previous ascent, Richard assigned the name “Pass Out Peak” in reference to his partner’s state
of fatigue. The ascent of the north ridge involved two pitches of ice and one pitch of exposed
low-fifth-class rock. Due to our desire to avoid the substantial crevasse fields in the dark, on the
descent we bivied 1,100' below the summit. The following morning we set out for Peak 5,750
(61.13894° N, 148.77698° W). We descended the glacier to the northwest of our objective to
about 4,500, rounded a rock buttress, ascended the glacier to 5,600', and kicked steps in firm
snow for the final 150'. We found a cairn on the summit. We don’t know when the peak was



