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The first four (of six) peaks of the Laguna Grande de la Sierra traverse. From Left: Pre-Concavo, Concavo, Concavito,
and Portales. Camilo Lopez

Laguna Grande de la Sierra, traverse. Over five days in late November, Anna Pfaff and I
traversed the six peaks of the Laguna Grande de la Sierra, on the west side of the Cocuy moun-
tains. Starting from a base camp at the edge of Laguna Grande, eight miles from the last farm
on the road called Hacienda La Esperanza, we quickly climbed to the summit of Pre-Concavo
(5,100m). After a couple of rappels, we continued along the steep snow ridge to the second
summit, Concavo (5,215m). From its summit mushroom we downclimbed, traversed under a
small cornice, and then back onto the ridge and up 45° névé to Concavito (5,115m). We then
retraced our steps and camped on the glacier below. Next we crossed a crevasse-filled glacier
to the fourth summit, Portales (4,920m), which had 200m of 5.7-5.8. We rappelled back to the
base and established our second high camp. The fifth summit, El Toti (5,125m), had a long
approach over exposed ledges that led to a 50° snowfield and 120m of moderate mixed to the
talus summit. We downclimbed and rappelled to the base and made our third high camp. We
climbed summit six, Pan de Azucar (5,235m), through a large north-facing headwall leading to
the steep glacier below the summit. We combined 800m of 5.8-5.9 rock with a 70° snow ramp
below El Pulpito del Diablo. From the base of El Pulpito del Diablo, we crossed the glacier and
gained the steep ridge to the overhanging mushroom summit of Pan de Azucar (5,235m). After
rappelling to the base of Pan de Azucar, we made our fourth and final high camp. The following
day we hiked back to Hacienda La Esperanza.
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Acopan Tepui, various routes. Several routes went up on Acopan Tepui, not all of which are
reported here. In December, Polish climbers Boryslaw Szybinski, Maciej Dziedzic, and Michal
Szeliga teamed with Venezuelan Cheo Garcia to establish Lapa, Yuca y Kachiri (300m, 7
pitches, 7c+). From January 21 to February 2, 2010, on the left side of the Gran Torre, between
the routes Uniate Aréte and Pizza, Chocolate y Cerveza, the Polish-Venezuelan team of Marcin
Tomaszewski, Marcin Szczotka, Jaret Wacko, and Cheo Garcia established Misterios (630m, 18
pitches, 7c [7b obligatory]). Later, as reported on www.desnivel.com, over 11 days Adolfo



