
T ie n  S h a n

W e s t e r n  K o k s h a a l - t o o

Pik Vernyi (5,250m GPS), northwest face; Kyzyl Asker (5,842m), southeast face, attempt. I first 
visited the Kyzyl Asker region in August 2007. We set up base camp at 3,750m, in the valley 
leading to the Kyzyl Asker Glacier, but as we knew nothing about the area, we spent m uch



tim e exploring. Nearly all the ascents we 
m ade from  the West and East glaciers 
were straightforward.

In August 2009 I organized a sec­
ond Belorussian-Russian expedition. Our 
aim s were to clim b the northw est face 
o f Vernyi and to establish a new route 
on the  sou theast face o f Kyzyl Asker, 
which had only the line climbed in 2007 
by M ikhailov, O dintsov, and Ruchkin. 
We established base cam p at the same 
spot as in 2007. After a short period of 
acclim atization, we attem pted Vernyi as 
a team of five, as we thought this would 
be faster. A lthough  the 700m  wall is 
not huge, it is difficult, with an average 
angle o f 82° and large sm ooth  sections 
o f g ran ite . The low er and  u pp er sec­
tions presented problems finding protec­
tion and belays. In the lower part cracks 
were full o f ice, which restricted the use 
o f cams, but was too th in  and unstable 
to climb with ice tools. In the upper part 
a 100m vertical, wide chim ney posed a 
problem , the side walls being very fri­
able; this was probably the crux. These 
factors, w ith cold tem peratures, m eant 
tha t the am ou n t o f free-clim bing was 
less than expected. Nonetheless, Dmitriy 
Golovchenko, Aleksander Malakhovskiy, 
Sergey M ikhailov, Sergey Nilov, and I 
reached the sum m it after three nights on 
the wall. We spent a fourth night on top 
because thick cloud prevented us seeing 
the descent. We graded the route 6B.

There is still much potential in this 
region for big rock routes, the main ven­
ues being Kyzyl Asker, Vernyi, and the 
Great Walls of China.

N i k o l a i  B a n d a l e t , Republic o f Belarus 
(translated by Ekaterina Vorotnikova)


