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Huantsan West, Les
Trois Mousquetaires;
Huantsan North,
Illusion. From the
Rajucolta Valley on
July 20, Beto Pinto,
Rolando Morales, and
I crossed the moraine
onto the glacier,
navigated extensive
crevasses, and camped
at approximately
5,100m. The next
day, carrying little,
we approached the
bottom of the face.
It was a mess. Hip-
deep snow made trail-breaking a challenge and
increased the crevasse difficulties, but we finally
crossed the bergschrund and began climbing the
south face of the west ridge of Huantsan’s west
summit. A nice couloir, 50-60° with deep snow
and loose rocks, steepened to 70°, 80°, and 90°. At
the end of the last pitch, we tunneled through a
hanging mushroom, continued to the summit at 7
p-m., and endured an open bivouac. We called our
route Les Trois Mousquetaires.

After resting all day, on July 22 at 8:00
p.m., we started climbing to Huantsan’s north
summit. We passed some crevasses and climbed
three easy (50°) pitches, then continued past
some loose rocks and up a couloir of good
70-80° ice to pass a big mushroom on the ridge.
We summited Huantsan North after 12 hours
of climbing, named our route Illusion, and
descended to our previous night’s open bivouac.
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lllusion, on Huantsan North. Sophie Denis

Nevado Quillujirca, El Suerio de los Excluidos and La Teoria de la Gota de Agua. In the Rurec Valley,
called by many climbers the “Little Yosemite” of the Andes, an Italian expedition opened two new routes
on Nevado Quillujirca (5,040m; Quillujirca is the local name, a.k.a. Huantsdn Chico or Shaqsha). The
team installed base camp on May 6, with a main objective of Punta Numa’s west face, where in 1997

a Spanish team opened the first route on the impressive granite wall. Due to unfavorable weather, the
Italians decided on Nevado Quillujirca instead. On May 11, Roberto Iannilli and Andrea DiDonato
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El Sueno de los Excluidos (right) and La Teoria de la Gota de Agua, with

the advanced camp on the vegetated shelf. Roberto lannilli

climbed 300m up to a large
shelf where they installed
bivouac equipment and
then returned to base camp,
leaving fixed ropes. The
next day, they returned
to the bivouac with Ivo
Scappatura, but bad
weather held until May
15. Scappatura returned to
base camp due to health
problems, but DiDonato
and Iannilli continued
climbing the southeast face

on muddy and vegetated
cracks. After three bivouacs
on the ascent and another

on the descent, they opened El Suefio de los Excluidos (1,340m, VII/VII+ A2, 25 pitches, May 11-18).
Around the same dates, Luca D’Andrea and Massimo Massimiano climbed the south face

of the same mountain, calling their line La Teoria de la Gota de Agua (800m, VII- A2). The route

shares the same initial 300m as El Suefo, and does not reach the summit.
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The Spanish climbing on the west face of Mituraju, with Estd
el Barrio Que da Miedo on the left (ending at the ridge).
Equipo Espanol de Alpinismo

Mituraju, west face and other
activity. The Equipo Espaiiol
de Alpinismo (Spanish Alpine
Climbing Team) installed base
camp at Jahuacocha lake - Gocha
Cutan (4,066m) on May 20. From
there they crossed a dangerous
glacier and carried their
equipment to high camp (5,000m)
on the plateau beneath Rondoy,
Mituraju, Jirishanca, Yerupaja
Chico, and El Toro. Conditions in
most of the mountains last May
were very dry and dangerous, with
falling rocks and many crevasses.
The brothers Martin
and Simoén Elias (director of
team) attempted a new route
on Yerupaja Grandes (6,634m)



