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Hiraide now re-pitched the tent and waited. On the following morning he was successfully
plucked off the mountain. At 7 a.m. he heard another helicopter’s engine, and as it approached, he
gestured to the pilot that the top of the serac was a danger to the rotor; the pilot flew several circles
to check conditions, and informed Hiraide that he could not pick him up from that point. The pilot
signaled to Hiraide that he should try to descend 50m to a flatter spot. Hiraide did this using one of
the ropes, and at 7:15 was evacuated, with all the gear, to Lukla.

EvizaBeTH HAWLEY, AAC Honorary Member, Nepal

Kyashar (6,770m), south pillar, attempt. On October 22, after a three-day trek from Lukla, Tony
Stone and I arrived at Tangnag (4,300m), a collection of tea houses that has grown over the years due
to the popularity of nearby Mera Peak. We made base camp here and then set about acclimatizing
on Mera. Tony suffered from the altitude at high camp and decided to descend while I continued to
the south summit.

We had planned to reach the upper south pillar of Kyashar via the mixed ground directly

below, left of the large rock wall above Tangnag. This was the way taken by Czech parties that
reached the start of the upper pillar in 2001 and 2008 (AAJ 2009). However, this autumn there was
no trace of the ice the Czechs had used, just blank granite and rubble-strewn ledges. Instead, we
decided to find a line through the rock wall that forms the base of the ridge.

We left Tangnag at 6:45 a.m. on November 3 and scrambled up to the start of the main climbing at
4,890m. Dirty slabs, steep grass, rock steps, and an exit gully led to three long and very loose pitches of British
HVS, the last being particularly bold. Broken ground, followed by a 200m rightward-trending fault line,
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Andy Houseman at the start of Kyashar’s South Pillar at 4,890m, soloing the easy slabs. Kusum Kanguru

behind. Tony Stone
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led to the final rock band
and snow slopes at 5,500m,
where we bivouacked. Next
day we climbed a small gla-
cier to reach the snow ridge
leading to the upper pillar.
Unfortunately, Tony was still
struggling to acclimatize and
did not feel up to continu-
ing, so we bailed at 5,700m,
100m below the start of the
upper pillar. We descended
by down-climbing and five

rappels and were back in

Kyashar from the Hinku Valley to the southwest. (1) West ridge (Broderik- Ta_ngnag at3 p.m.
Frank-Normand, 2003; the team moved left at ca 6,400m and reached .

the summit via the west face). (2) Southwest face, Ramro Chaina ‘We organized our
(Doudlebsky-Holecek, 2005; the climbers stopped on joining the west expedition through Loben
ridge). (3) South Pillar attempt (Doudlebsky-Holecek, 2008). (4) South Pillar Expeditions (lobenexpedi-

attempt (Houseman-Stone, 2010). Andy Houseman . i
tions.com). They provide a

first-class and personal service, and we would recommend them highly to anyone planning a trip
to the Himalaya, trekking or climbing. We are also grateful to the financial support provided by the
BMC and Alpine Club Climbing Fund.

ANDY HOUSEMAN, UK, Alpine Club

MAaHALANGUR HiMaL MaAakaLU-BARUN SEcTION

Makalu, partial new route, southwest face and west pillar. A large expedition from Ukraine, using
fixed rope but no bottled oxygen and no high-altitude Sherpa support, climbed new ground on the
left side of Makalu’s southwest face. Led by Mstislav Gorbenko, the team divided into three groups
to work on the route in shifts of five-seven days. While one group was pushing out the fixed ropes,
the other two would carry loads to high camps. Each group had two-three days of rest in base camp
after its working shift on the face.

Base camp at the Hillary site (4,850m) was established on April 7, and advanced base
(5,850m) two days later. Above, the line of ascent can be divided into three sections. Up to Camp 2
at 6,600m the team followed the 1975 Slovenian Route. At this point the Slovenians had slanted right
on a rocky rib toward the center of the face, whereas the Ukrainians now worked up left through
snow fields and mixed ground, placing Camp 3 on April 21 at 7,000m. Camp 4 (7,500m), close to
the crest of the west pillar, was established on the 30th. From here to the summit they followed the
1971 French route.

The main technical challenge lay on the new ground between Camps 2 and 4. The rock above
6,600m was slabby, polished, and generally offered little in the way of protection. There were no
ledges suitable for camping except the tiny shelf used for Camp 3. The average standard of this sec-
tion was UIAA IV-V, with one pitch of A1/2. Only one bolt was placed, and this at the site of Camp
3. The crux of the French Route is a 30m rock wall of A1/2 at 7,700m.



