
Cierva Cove, various ascents. 
D uring previous trips to the 
P en in su la  I had n o ticed  a 
num ber of steep and distinct 
mountains east of Cierva Cove, 
80km north of the areas visited 
by most climbing teams. In 1999 
Australians climbed several peaks 
overlooking Brialmont Cove, 
but the m ountains of Cierva 
Cove, immediately to the north, 
rem ained untouched. Lacking 
suitable anchorages the cove is 
rarely visited by yachts, and its fast 
currents and large amounts of ice 
can make it a harrowing place to 
spend the night at anchor.

O ur Eagle Ski Club expedition  took 
place from Decem ber 28, 2011, to February 
1, 2012. M em bers were Lucy Bound, Andy 
Collins, Steve G ould, Toby Johnson, Dave 
Sm ith, Roger U pton, David W illiam s, and 
me as leader, tran spo rted  to the Peninsula 
by Spirit o f Sydney. Before proceed ing  to 
Cierva Cove we m ade a w arm -up ascent of 
popular Jabet Peak, and were then  dropped 
off at the southern tip of Anvers Island and 
hauled sleds for three days to the base of the 
northw est (Menelaus) ridge of Agamemnon 
(2,594m ). All but G ould m ade the ascent, 
sum m iting  in the  early  hou rs o f January  
9 du rin g  a b rie f  perio d  o f clear w eather. 
There was only one recorded ascent of this 
m ountain, in 1982 by Chileans, though it is 
possible it was traversed in 1955 during the 
first ascent of Mt. Français.

Prevented from sailing farther south 
by unusually heavy sea-ice, we climbed the
frequently ascended Mt. Banck (710m) and made a possible first ascent of Bruce Island (324m, 
north face, F, January 15), then headed north to Cierva Cove.

L anding at C ierva Poin t is p ro h ib ited  because it is p a rt o f an A ntarc tic  Specially 
P rotected Area (ASPA No. 134), so we put ashore im m ediately to the south  at Punta Sucia 
on the no rth  side of E scondida Cove. A slightly crevassed glacial ram p gave access to the 
snow field tha t borders the ASPA. W hile our yacht re tu rn ed  to E nterprise  Island, we made 
our way along the south bank of the Breguet Glacier and after two days established base camp



below the striking south face o f Mt. C ornu 
(ca 1,705m).

All the team  clim bed th is peak on 
the 19th, via glaciated southwest slopes (F). 
D uring  the ski descent Sm ith, W illiam s, 
and I traversed to a distinct double-peaked 
m ountain to the west, where we climbed the 
east, slightly higher summit, initially on skis 
and then on foot, via the prom inent east ridge 
(F). We unofficially dubbed this m ountain

M adonna’s Peaks (ca 1,500m).
Next day, making the most of clear weather, Collins, Johnson, Smith, Williams, and I headed 

in a bitterly cold north wind to the end of the west ridge of Mt. Ader (ca 1,600m), which we climbed 
past one steeper section of 45°, and several ice blocks and crevasses, to the summit (PD).

After a day of bad weather, all but Williams and I climbed the unnam ed fin-shaped peak 
between Cornu and Ader. Easy snow slopes on the west side led to a broad pass on the north side of 
the main peak. A short, steep step led through a small icefall onto the steep upper slope, which they 
followed to the summit (AD). They named it Spirit Peak (ca 1,503m). Meanwhile Williams and I 
attempted the broad, domed, unnamed summit to the south, marked at a little over 2,000m on the 
map. We reached the north spur by following a small subsidiary glacier that flows into the Breguet 
Glacier. This glacier led to the base of a long 45° slope, which we climbed on foot to the crest of the 
spur. We followed the crest south on skis for six km to reach the summit, which we named Eagle 
Dome and found to be 300m higher than marked on the map (ca 2,300m).

We then moved base camp west to where the Sikorsky and Breguet Glaciers join. Bound, 
Gould, Johnson, and Upton returned to the yacht, on the 23rd climbing from the southwest over 
both summits of the unnamed peak that lies at the eastern edge of the ASPA and overlooks the south 
side of Cierva Cove. They called it Cierva Nunatak (543m).

Collins, Smith, Williams, and I stayed for three more days to attempt unclimbed mountains 
that flank the southern side of the Sikorsky Glacier. The westernmost of these was climbed on 
December 14, 2011, by the Amundsen Antarctic Expedition. This mountain has two very separate 
summits, so we climbed the southeastern peak, via its northwest slopes, from the large glacial bowl 
that separates the two summits; We called it Amundsen East (ca 1,200m, F).

On the 24th we followed the Sikorsky east, to attempt a high, pointed summit near the head of 
the glacier. We found a safe, reasonably easy line by snaking around crevasse fields and serac bands 
to reach the 1,700m summit, naming it Missing Peak (F). Although shown on the map only as part 
of a spur of the Antarctic Peninsula, we found it to be a distinct and worthwhile summit.

Next day an early start allowed us to climb the last virgin summit in the area, directly south 
of camp. Its north face gave a fairly steep and serious route, due to the large num ber of sizeable



crevasses. This one we named Central Peak (ca 1,300m, PD). After a superb ski descent to camp, we 
headed back toward the coast as the weather started to turn and arrived in thick cloud and driving 
snow. We were collected by Spirit o f Sydney and spent two days on Deception Island, preparing the 
yacht before heading for South America.
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