
M a s h e r b r u m  R a n g e

Various ascents and attempts from  Hushe, 
Charakusa, Kande, and Atoshar valleys. Between 
July 15 and Septem ber 3 the Federacion 
Espanola de Deportes de Montana y Escalada 
(FEDME) organized two expeditions to the 
Hushe Valley. The first was an all-male team of 
Silvestre Barrientos, Mikel Bonilla, Alex Corpas, 
and Martin Elias, supervised by the guide Simon 
Elias. The expedition served as the perfect end 
to FEDME’s three-year H igh Perfom ance 
Alpine Program. The second comprised Esther 
Fresneda and Berta Terres (two other women 
nom inated for the trip were unable to go), 
FEDME’s female national climbing team. They 
were accompanied by Simon Elias and another 
guide, Pere Vilarasau.

T he g ro u p s based  them selves in 
the  com fo rtab le  refuge b u ilt tw o years 
ago in Hushe by the NGO Sarabastall. For 
acclimatization Barrientos and Simon Elias 
climbed Karpo Tower (4,630m) via the south 
face, nam ing their 360m, nine-pitch route,



Barba Roja (Red Beard) as a tribute to Spanish 
alpinist Daniel Crespo, who died in Peru during 
2010. They reached the foot of the face after a 
five-hour walk from Hushe and completed the 
climb over two days, July 25 and 26. It is generally 
sustained at 6a, with the crux 7a pitch at the top.

On August 3 and 4 Corpas and Martin Elias 
climbed La Belle Epoque, a steep 700m rock pillar 
leading to the sum m it of La Nariz (the Nose), 
a 4,710m rock tower four-five hours walk from 
Hushe. Difficulties were 7a, 6b obl. Members of the 
team repeated Las Damas Primero, a route put up 
on the lower west flank of 5,810m Baush-ul in 2010 
by a FEDME womens alpine team (AAJ 2011). This 
850m, 16-pitch route to the top of Garidas Pillar 
was originally climbed at 6c+, 6b obl, with a short 
step of A0 (2p) near the start of pitch eight. This 
short bouldery section was free climbed at 7b.

T he w om en  (w ith  S im on  E lias and  
Vilarasau) began a series of ascents on August 
3, when they com pleted a route on Stago Peak 
(4,140m), a wall on the north  side of the lower 
H om boro Valley first attem pted by the 2010
w om en’s team . T he 12-pitch  rou te , w ith 
590m of c lim bing, was nam ed La P uerta  
C errada and offered difficulties of 6c+, 6b+ 
obl on exceptional, though often com pact, 
granite. The route was repeated by members 
of the men’s team.

The wom en’s team then explored the 
Kande Valley, which rises west-northwest of 
Kande village, noting four virgin peaks above 
6,000m and more than a dozen above 5,000m. 
O n August 10 the two wom en and Simon 
Elias made the probable first ascent of Kande 
Peak (5,470m) at the head of the N angrol 
Glacier. It provided a great viewpoint, reached 
over nontechnical glaciated terrain . In the 
m eantim e the m en went to the Charakusa, 
w here they sum m ited  the two previously 
climbed peaks Hassan Boulder Peak (5,900m) 
and Brethes Peak (5,860m )—short ascents 
w ithout difficulty. They also attem pted an 
interesting couloir on Farol East Peak and a 
new route on Farhod Brakk (ca 5,300m). The



latter was the 1,200m northeast pillar, tried by 
Bonilla, Corpas, and M artin Elias from August 
21 to 23; they retreated from tw o-thirds height. 
After waiting out a spell of bad weather, Corpas 
and V ilarasau clim bed the southeast ridge of 
Naisa Brakk (5,200m) over two days, August 25 
and 26. The crest of the ridge is followed in its 
entirety by No More Tasty Talking (1,000m, 5.10+, 
Miller-Prezelj, 2004), but over the years parties 
have created sport routes on the lower east flank 
(Prezelj remembers finding bolts.) It appears the 
two Spanish may have climbed one of these hard 
pitches (7b+ or 6c and A 1), though they found 
no gear here or anywhere else on the route. They 
then continued directly for several more difficult 
pitches, before slanting up the right flank of the 
ridge (6a+, 400m) to the notch. A short descent 
right led to a bivouac. Next day they continued up



Tasty Talking (11 pitches, 5.10+, House-Prezelj-
Swensen, 2004), which climbs the upper crest.

On August 23 Terres and Sim on Elias 
climbed Little Karim Brakk (ca 6,150m), at the head 
of the Atoshar Valley (a side valley flowing west 
into the Gondokoro, north of the Charakusa, and 
two valleys south of the one containing ca 5,860m 
Cholon). Their 22-hour ascent of the 900m south 
face involved difficulties up to WI5+ and M4+.

F r o m  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  b y  F r a n c e s c  

E s t o r a c h , Director de Comunicación, FEDME, and 
Sim o n  E l ia s , Spain, translated by Alex Horner.


