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to reach him. Before he could, Donald lost his hold and fell 150
feet. He was instantly killed. Ralph returned to the top and
descended to his brother’s body by the easy route.

Sources of information: newspaper accounts, and National Park
Service (Rocky Mountain National Park).

Analysis. Young, inexperienced, untrained climbers, they went
up by the easy way—and tried something more exciting on the way
down. Again one is driven to emphasize the need for instruction.

Rocky Mountains of Colorado: (4) Longs Peak. On 17 July
1948 B. B. Van Diver (21) and William Eubank (20) were attempt-
ing to climb the east face of Longs Peak by the Stettner Ledges. At
some spot near the top of the ledges, Van Diver, who had taken a
20-foot lead beyond his last piton, slipped and fell. Eubank, who had
secured himself to a piton, applied the principle of the “dynamic
belay” and thus was able to arrest Van Diver’s 40-foot fall. Despite
the “dynamic belay,” however, he was pulled tightly against his
own belay piton. Van Diver suffered a head laceration and mild
concussion. The excellent rescue team of the Rocky Mountain
National Park effected a prompt rescue, and further injury and
shock were avoided.

Sources of information: newspaper accounts, and Colorado
Mountain Club reports.

Analysis. The exact cause of the slip is unknown. Still, the
accident does demonstrate two important points. First, on difficult
and exposed rock, a lead of 20 feet is too great, since a fall would
be likely to cover double the distance and its force would be in-
creased by acceleration. Second, good grounding in proper tech-
niques of belaying can do much to avert disaster. The minimizing
of injury in this case speaks well for the training of the climbers.

Tetons, Wyoming: (1) Nez Perce. On 5 July 1948 Winthrop
Akin and Ben Pedrick, members of the Kachina Mountain Club,
of Phoenix, Arizona, climbed Nez Perce from Jenny Lake by the
usual route (west ridge and north face). They reached the summit
at 1245 P.M. While Pedrick was signing the register, Akin unroped
and moved south of him, in order to take a photograph. While he
was getting into position, he stepped on a large, loose rock on the
edge. It tipped, or slid under his weight, and precipitated him into
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space. He fell approximately 80 feet, and on the way his head struck
a projection with such force that he was instantly killed. After
hitting solid ground, his body rolled for some distance. Pedrick
climbed down and ascertained that Akin was dead. He then regained
the summit and, in three hours, descended to Jenny Lake, where
he reported the accident. Akin was 20 years old.

A recovery party under John de la Montagne left Jenny Lake
at 4.00 A M. on July 6th, located the body at 2.00 P.M., wrapped it
in canvas, and raised it to the summit. A crew of eight and a relief
crew of three lowered it thence to Garnet Canyon. It was then
transported in a Stokes stretcher by horse to Jenny Lake, which was
reached at 1.00 A.M. on the 7th.

Sources of information: National Park Service report, and letter
from the president of the Kachina Mountain Club.

Analysis. No place on a steep mountain can be considered safe.
Ordinary precautions are as necessary on the summit as elsewhere.
The Kachinas are known to have paid a great deal of attention to
proper training and safety in their local climbs, but unfortunately
this is no permanent and sure preventive against human error.

The efhciency of the recovery team deserves special mention:
it was due to forethought and to advance planning and training by
the Park staff—a good example of what can be done in mountain
areas by the Park organization. Also, the party lowering the body
saved much time and effort by following the fall line throughout.

Tetons, Wyoming: (2) Nez Perce. Facts concerning another
accident on Nez Perce are obscure. A rock dislodged by a climber
above nearly severed a finger of a woman below. No special evacua-
tion was necessary: the injured woman was helped down the moun-
tain by her own party.

Source of information: conversation with individuals in the
Tetons at the time of the accident.

Analysis. The data are so sparse that no complete analysis can
be made. It can be said again, however, that leaders and others are
responsible for those climbing below them, and that everyone must
be extremely careful on loose rock. The excellence of the rock on
many of the peaks in the Tetons should not be taken as eliminating
the need for caution on others where the rock is more broken,
e.g. on the upper slopes of Nez Perce.




