This year we celebrate the Fiftieth Anniversary of
the founding of the American Alpine Club. During this
half century, the major initial explorations and ascents
of North America’s mountains have largely been achieved.
A new era of more technical and specialized mountaineering
is now taking form and with it a more direct and vigorous
emphasis on safety is required. It is, therefore, especi-
ally appropriate that this fifth and most gratifying report
of our Committee is published in this anniversary year. It
is our hope that these reports will provide a substantial
basis for a continuing and increased attention to the ten-
ets of alpine safety which the sane and healthy growth of
American mountaineering demands.
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REVIEW OF ACCIDENTS IN 1951

Washington State: (1)Cascades. On2 June 1951Charles
Randall, a 23-year-old University of Washington student, was
hit by a falling rock while climbing Red Mountain near
Snoqualmie Pass Summit. The accident occurred about noon,
when a lone rock, weighing about 20 lbs., bounded down the
slope and struck Randall in the head. He suffered a possi-
ble skull fracture and a shoulder injury. It is not known
what dislodged the rock.

Randall’s companion, Paul Moran, seeking aid, met a
group of Seattle Boy Scouts. Two of the Scouts went for
help, while Moran and several of the other Scouts returned
to Randall. Three Seattle members of the Mountaineers Club,
state patrolmen and forest rangers from North Bend formed
a rescue party. Themembers of the Mountaineers were Cameron
Beckwith, Ron Livingston and Tom Miller. The rescue party
traversed deep snow and rough terrain to carry Randall in



a basket stretcher about four miles from the scene of the
accident to the highway. There the group was met by a
Coast Guard Helicopter. The helicopter transported Randall
to Boeing Field for subsequent hospitalization. Aboutnine
hours elapsed between the time of the accident and Randall’s
arrival at Boeing Field.

Source of Information: newspaper account.

Analysis. Although it is not so stated in the source
account, this rescue was evidently carried out along organi-
zation lines established by the Mountain Rescue and Safety
Council and the Mountaineers (Club), which have been co-
ordinating efforts to promote safe mountaineering practices
and to provide an effective search and resuce system for
mountain accidents in the Pacific Northwest. Theefficient
cooperation of the several groups and agencies involved in
this rescue makes it apparent that the council and affiliated
organizations are to be highly commended for the work they
are doing.

The accident resulted from one of the most insidious
and uncontrollable dangers of mountaineering, that of fall-
ing rocks. Yet this is adanger which canoften be minimized
by careful selection of the route and byconstant alertness
to any evidence or sound of falling rocks. It is usually
possible tododge a single bounding rock, such as that which
struck Randall, if the rock is sighted while it is still
some distance above the party.

Washington State: (2) Cascades, Mt. Rainer National
Park. On 5 August 1951 Jo Ann Ramey, 17, of Seattle, and
three teen-age companions climbed Naches Peak, an easy
mountain rising about a 1000 feet above the road to Tipsoo
Lake. Onthe descent, against the advice of her companions,
Miss Ramey took a short-cut down a steep slope toward some
rock cliffs. Shod only in sandals, she slipped and fell
200 feet to a talus slope below. She died enroute to the
hospital without regaining consciousness.

Source of information: report from the National Park
Service, Mt. Rainier National Park.

Analysis. Miss Ramey had no previous climbing ex-
perience. She was apparently untrained and obviously ill-
equipped. Why she failed to feed the warning of her com-



