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REVIEW OF ACCIDENTS IN 1951

Washington S ta t e :  (1)Cascades.  On 2 June 1951 C harles 
R andall, a 23-y ear-o ld  U n iv ersity  o f Washington s tu d en t, was 
h i t  by a f a l l i n g  rock  w h ile  c lim b in g  Red M ountain near 
Snoqualmie Pass Summit. The acciden t occurred about noon, 
when a lone rock, weighing about 20 lb s . ,  bounded down the 
slope and s tru ck  Randall in  the head. He su ffe red  a p o ss i­
b le  sk u ll fra c tu re  and a shoulder in ju ry . I t  i s  not known 
what dislodged the  rock.

R andall’ s companion, Paul Moran, seek ing  a id , met a 
group o f  S e a t t le  Boy S cou ts. Two o f the Scouts went for 
help , w hile Moran and sev era l o f the o th e r Scouts returned  
to  R andall. Three S e a tt le  members o f  the M ountaineers Club, 
s t a t e  patrolm en and fo re s t  rangers from N orth Bend formed 
a rescue p a r ty . The members o f the M ountaineers were Cameron 
Beckwith, Ron L iv ingston  and Tom M ille r . The rescue p arty  
trav e rsed  deep snow and rough te r r a in  to  ca rry  Randall in



a basket s t r e tc h e r  about four m iles from the scene o f the 
a c c id e n t to  th e  highway. There th e  group was met by a 
Coast Guard H e lico p te r. The h e lic o p te r  tran sp o rted  R andall 
to  Boeing F ie ld  for subsequent h o s p ita l iz a t io n . About nine 
hours elapsed  between the time of the accident and Randal1’ s 
a r r iv a l  a t  Boeing F ie ld .

Source o f  Information:  newspaper account.
A n a ly s i s . Although i t  i s  no t so s ta te d  in  the source 

account, th is  rescue was ev id en tly  c a r r ie d  out along o rgan i­
za tion  lin e s  e s ta b lish e d  by the Mountain Rescue and Safety  
C ouncil and the M ountaineers (C lub), which have been co­
o rd in a tin g  e f fo r ts  to promote sa fe  m ountaineering p ra c tic e s  
and to  provide an e f f e c t iv e  search  and resuce system fo r 
mountain acc id en ts  in  the P a c if ic  Northwest. The e f f ic ie n t  
cooperation  of the sev e ra l groups and agencies involved in 
th is  rescue makes i t  apparent th a t  the council and a f f i l i a t e d  
o rg an iza tio n s are  to  be h igh ly  commended fo r the work they 
are doing.

The acc id en t re s u lte d  from one o f the most in s id io u s  
and u n co n tro llab le  dangers of m ountaineering, th a t  of f a l l ­
ing rocks. Yet th is  is  a danger which can of ten  be minimized 
by ca re fu l se le c tio n  of the rou te  and by constan t a l e r tn e s s  
to  any evidence or sound o f f a l l in g  rocks. I t  i s  u su a lly  
p o ssib le  to  dodge a s in g le  bounding rock, such as th a t  which 
s tru c k  R an d a ll, i f  the rock i s  s ig h te d  w hile  i t  i s  s t i l l  
some d is tan ce  above the p arty .
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