
ANALYSIS OF ACCIDENTS
A breakdown of the accidents that occurred during 1954 and the cumula­

tive totals are presented as in the past years. No marked change is noted. 
The descent still seems to be more hazardous than the ascent. The proper 
use of rappels and glissading techniques must be taught to the climbers. 
If they have not been through a training period in these techniques they 
should not be allowed to use them on the club climbs, except during con­
trolled training periods. The dangers of falling rock are more evident this 
year than before. Will Siri states that they have been using a strong plastic- 
impregnated helmet without a side brim. He further states that it has 
proved to be extremely comfortable and on several occasions wearers have 
been protected against falling rocks and have avoided head injuries in 
minor falls.

Failure of nylon shroud lines accounted for one accident this year. Mrs. 
Unsoeld pointed out that in the 1954 report insufficient emphasis had been 
placed on the ease with which nylon rope can be abraded. This is ex­
tremely important when nylon is used as a rappel sling.
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