Special attention to clothing is most important during winter climbing
and extra clothing and shelter should be carried on such trips. One must
not forget that high altitude summer climbing may also be similar to low
level winter climbing and comparable precautions should be taken. Natu-
rally there must be a balance between taking all possible precautions and
taking none. Judgement comes with experience. This experience is best ob-
tained by climbing with competent experienced climbers where one doesn’t
have to learn the hard way and become a statistic.

ACCIDENTS—1956 (NOT PREVIOUSLY REPORTED)

New York, Mt. Marcy—On 25 November 1956 a party of three set out on
a winter climb from Lake Colden over Mt. Marcy down over Little Haystack
to Snow Bird Leanto and return. This was a total distance of 12 miles and
6000 feet of ascent and descent. The weather was cold and there was much
deep snow on the trail. After a short distance one of the party dropped out.
The other two, Timothy Bond and Norman Nisson (28), continued the trip
on snowshoes. Nisson had never been on snowshoes before. Apparently on
the return during the descent from the cone of Marcy, Nisson became com-
pletely exhausted, and collapsed at 7 P.M. Bond carried him a short dis-
tance but realized he could not carry him far. He placed Nisson in a single
down bag at timberline and went for help at Lake Colden, 4% miles away.

The rescue party found Nisson’s body the next morning at 1 A.M. Nisson
had partially crawled out of the bag and had been frozen to death. Tempera-
ture was estimated at 20°F below zero.

Source: the Ad-i-ron-dac 21: 26, 1957 ; Kimball Hart

Analysis: Any trip into remote country in winter weather must have as a
minimum four trained, healthy persons in excellent physical condition. They
must be properly equipped and prepared to camp out for several days. This
implies sleeping bags, tent, food, and extra clothing. Winter climbing must
not be compared with summer hiking. What might take one or two hours in
the summer over a trail may require more than 7 or 8 hours, under winter
conditions, even with snowshoes. Another point made by Hart is most inter-
esting: “Of course by hindsight one can say he (Nisson) should have been
roped to his sleeping bag. Bond could not have been expected to anticipate
the consequences of the delirium that we have twice seen come to exhausted
winter mountaineers.”

Colorado, Turkey Creek practice rocks—This accident occurred during
May, 1956, on one of the regularly scheduled field trips of the Colorado
Mountain Club’s technical climbing school. A beginning group of about 10
people under the supervision of L. Kropp was standing on a wide ledge 30
feet above the ground. Robert Kreuzer (15) began traversing the ledge to
the west. He found the ledge blocked by other members of the party and so
decided to climb up and over a large boulder. As he got partly over the
boulder, he felt he would not be able to make it, but he decided to try to go
on over anyhow. Kreuzer’s left foot then slipped and his right hand lost its
hold. He peeled off backwards and fell head first into a gully. He took a free
fall of 10 to 12 feet and then slipped another 10 or 15 feet. He arrested him-
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