
Washington, Cascade Range, Mt. Si— On January 26 Clark Phillips (19), 
Rick Cummings, and Claude Harmon set out to climb the west face of Mt. 
Si. The weather was mild and they were lightly dressed in cotton shirts 
and wearing leather soled oxfords. They scrambled up the lower slopes

11



until about 300 feet from the top, when they split up. Phillips took one 
route and the others another. The rocks became steeper and soon Phillips 
found himself in a precarious position. As he was deciding what to do the 
rocks under his feet gave way and he started to slide. He was fortunately 
able to stop, however he was unable to proceed up or down from where 
he had stopped. He called to his companions who went for help. After 
8½  hours he was rescued in the dark by the M.R.C. group from Seattle.

Source: Argosy, August 1958, 37: Newspaper clipping.
Analysis: Inexperienced, unroped, inadequately equipped climbers ex

ceeding their abilities.
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