his footing and slid into a crevasse. He sustained a broken hip and minor
cuts and bruises.

By a happy coincidence, there were some five or six climbing parties
within earshot, including three doctors, two nurses, and two members of
Bellingham Mt. Rescue. Dr. Darvil of a Mt. Vernon Climbing Club and
graduate of an Ice Rescue course put on by Seattle Mountaineers, was first
to the scene and took charge of the evacuation from the crevasse. The
National Forest Service and Bellingham Mountain Rescue were notified,
and assisted with transportation some two and one half miles to the road.

Weather was low overcast and light snow; time of the accident was
11:00 a.m., elevation approximately 5,000 feet. Members of the party
were in good physical condition.

Source: Anthony F. Hovey.

Washington, Cascades, Bill's Peak—On December 3, a party consisting
of Bill Prater (34), Gene Prater (31), Gay Ingalson (21), and Fred
Durham (18) were making a winter ascent of Bill's Peak in the Mt. Stuart
region of the Cascades. Bill and Gene are competent mountaineers and
have had considerable experience in winter climbing. The other two
members of the party are relatively inexperienced. There was about 5 feet
of snow on the ground with below freezing weather and gusty showers in
the air. The party was travelling on snow shoes with complete climbing
equipment and clothing for the conditions anticipated. Early in the after-
noon, as they neared the summit of the peak, showshoes were abandoned.
The party was unroped with the Prater brothers kicking steps up a steep
snow gully. Just at the summit, a snow pocket in the gully avalanched,
carrying the Praters down.

As it fanned down through a group of trees, both men were battered
and bruised. Since the avalanching snow was confined to the pocket area,
the other two climbers, who had remained back about 50 feet easily
avoided it.

Bill was severely battered and unable to walk. Gene had a badly
bruised thigh, but was able to move about without too much difficulty.
Bill was then wrapped in down parkas and a light tarp; a fire was built,
and Gene snowshoed out 4% miles for help. The other two of the party
remained with Bill. The Central Mountain Unit of the Mountain Rescue
Council was called and by 11:00 p.m., 23 men together with Bill's wife,
Barbara, had left the road-head. Bill Prater was brought out by toboggan,
reaching the road-head by 6:00 a.m. the next morning. After doctor’s
examination and several days in bed, the paralysing effect of Bill's batter-
ing wore off, leaving no apparent ill effects.

Source: J. Alex Maxwell, and Anthony Hovey.

Analysis: The interpretation of avalanche conditions even by ex-
perienced persons can be difficult. Constant vigilance is required. The
incident also demonstrates that a well-equipped party under experienced
leadership can minimize the dangers following an accident. It further
demonstrates that four persons is a minimum number for winter climbing.

Oregon, Mt. Hood—On September 16, Ben Cook and Bill Leitzel were
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