was admitted at 3:15 P.M. Trip leader, Vic Hett, took responsibility for
all details necessary at hospital and with Sheriff’s office.

Mike died at 3:50 A.M. without regaining consciousness. Reported
injury was brain stem edema and torn vessels in the neck.

Source: Rock Climbing Section—Sierra Club.

Analysis: Evidence points to the possibility that Mike hit a protruding
ledge about 55 feet below the “Step Around,” probably receiving his
fatal injury there and falling, unconscious, the last 30 feet to the ground.
It may be assumed that there was some breaking action because Don’s
right hand had second and third degree burns to the bone.

The climbing conditions and weather were excellent. Both climbers
were experienced and, as far as is known, were in good condition.
Neither Don nor any other person was in a position to see Mike at the
time of the fall; nor could Don see the third piton and carabiner.

California, Sierra Nevada, Banner Peak. On September 2 Robert Elliott
(33) and Nick Ellena (32) left their camp at Lake Ediza early in the
morning. They planned to climb nearby Mt. Ritter (13,157 ft.) and
Banner Peak (12,957 ft.). The pair soon divided, each preferring to
climb solo. Elliott climbed Mt. Ritter without incident, descended to
the col between Ritter and Banner (elevation of the col: 12,300 ft.)
and started up Banner. In the meantime Ellena was occupied on Mt.
Ritter. The standard route up Banner from the col leads diagonally
upward over some loose boulder slopes, skirts some high angle rocks under
the summit and reaches the peak via the northwest side of the mountain.

Elliott ascended the boulder slopes but instead of going around the
rocks below the summit, he chose to go straight up. After he had gone
some eight feet up a crack above the boulder slope, he put his weight
on a large fractured block that came away almost immediately. Elliott
fell only the eight feet, but he was unable to avoid the falling block
that hit him and severed a finger from his right hand, and a toe from
his right foot. The accident occurred at 2:00 P.M.

Elliott immediately called for help to Ellena across the col on Mt.
Ritter. Ellena responded with other climbers in the area and adminis-
tered first aid. They realized Elliott could not be evacuated that day, so
one of the climbers volunteeered to go down to a nearby lake and get
someone to go out to the road head for help. As this was Labor Day
weekend, there was no shortage of manpower in the mountains. Another
climber descended and brought up blankets and food so Elliott could
spend the night as comfortably as possible under the circumstances. (See
Rescue Report.)

Source: Bob Gardner, Lou Nothwang and Dr. P. V. Edwards.

Analysis: While climbing alone, victim got off route and proceeded up
a very unstable pitch toward the summit. Victim pulled a large block
loose, that fell toward him causing the fall and subsequent injuries.

Oregon, Mt. Hood. On September 5, five Reed College students:
Richard Steven Knutson (21), Mike Templeton (21), Tom Link (21),
Gary Payne (19), and Steve McCarthy (19) ascended Mt. Hood by
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the Sunshine Route. They left their camp at 4:00 A.M. and reached the
summit at 12:30 P.M

The party began its descent by the Cooper Spur Route at approxi-
mately 1:15 P.M. The upper portions of this route vary between 45
degrees and 55 degrees with extreme exposure to the Eliot Glacier
cirque. The climbers had divided the group into a rope of three and
a rope of two. At the base of the chimney, approximately 10,000 feet
elevation, Knutson unroped from the string of three, thus leaving a
rope of two, and the other rope untied. Knutson began glissading, but
after a short time, he started to kick steps down. He had on one crampon
only, since the parachute cord on the other had broken. At about 2:45
P.M., members of the party saw Knutson slide onto his back, make an
effort at self-arrest, and then disappear over the cliff. The victim fell at
least 1000 feet. On the way down, he lost his ice ax, his pack, and other
pieces of equipment. Templeton followed Knutson’s tracks toward the
glacier, while the two that were roped, belayed themselves down to
the glacier. The remaining student, McCarthy, continued down the spur
for help. When Templeton found Knutson, he was in a crevasse on a
ledge about 25 feet below the lip of the crack. The victim was uncon-
scious, in a curl (referred to as a “fetal position” by one of the students),
and his only apparent injuries were shock and abrasions.

McCarthy met Al Combs and Bob Holder, members of MRSCO, at
3:15 P.M., informed them of the accident, and then continued down
the spur to summon additional help. Combs and Holder climbed down
to the glacier and reached the accident scene at 4:30 P.M.

Combs and Holder built a rope stretcher and were able to carry
Knutson out of the crevasse with the help of the three Reed students.
The condition of the victim (severe shock), the low temperature of the
crevasse, and the dangerous terrain (rock fall) necessitated the removal
of the climber into the open. The progress of the rescue group was slow
due to the fatigue of the boys and a number of crevasses. At 6:30 P.M.
Knutson had been moved to a fairly level spot at about 8,800 foot level,
and the three Reed students continued down the mountain. A U.S. Air
Force helicopter arrived at 7:30 P.M., evacuated the climber to the
Hood River Hospital where it was determined that he was suffering
from severe shock, a broken leg, broken breast bone, dislocated jaw,
and multiple abrasions.

Source: Al Combs.

Analysis: Two of the climbers (Knutson and Templeton) had limited
experience. They had attended Climbing School, but had climbed only
a few mountains. The other three had no climbing experience. The
leaders had been advised by the Mazamas that the route was extremely
difficult at this time of the year, and that it would be unwise to attempt
it. Nobody in the party had either ascended or descended Sunshine or
Cooper Spur routes. The party unroped too soon. The victim was glis-
sading with a crampon on one of his boots. Knutson was not familiar
enough with the technique of self-arrest. The party knew little first aid
and had no knowledge of rescue techniques. Members of the climbing
party did not have enough warm clothing with them.
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