Source: G. H. L. Dempster, General Superintendent, Banff National
Park; Paddy Sherman.

Analysis: The climbers had not registered out. They wore improper
footgear for climbing and had no ice or snow equipment such as ice
axes, crampons, gloves or goggles.

Alberta, Rockies, Mt. Athabaska. On 29 July D. Caldwell (27),
L. Swanson (27), and S. Imber (30) were on the usual (Thorington’s
2) route on Mt. Athabaska. Miss Imber stayed on the false summit
while the two men went out the long snow ridge to the top. The day
was quite cloudy with occasional drizzle; the top few hundred feet of the
peak were in cloud.

Lightning simultaneously knocked out Miss Imber and L. Swanson
and harmlessly jolted one person in another party a few hundred yards
below the girl. Miss Imber fell among rocks, receiving a number of face
cuts and leg bruises that made walking difficult. Some hair was burned
from her head. The injured man was seriously disorganized mentally,
with' total amnesia. His wits and memory returned gradually but com-
pletely during the descent. One ankle was painfully twisted.

" Source: Sayre Rodman; T. Stevenson.

Analysis: This was no case of foolishness among inexperienced kids;
the weather taught a nasty lesson to two experienced parties. All were
fooled by lightning which occurred when it was not expected, with
absolutely no warning. This was the usual dull, frustrating day, with
clouds touching peaks, but no sign of the storm turbulence we usually
associate with electrical trouble.

Most, if not all, of us had often been chased off peaks by warnings
such as local buzzes, distant flashes, or just boiling clouds that look
wrong; we were alert for these things. The first sign of static was the
discharge that affected in varying degree three persons scattered over
half a mile of ridge.

British Columbia, Selkirks, Mt. Sir Donald. On 29 July Douglas Barre
and Michael Swayne had completed an ascent of Sir Donald and were
descending via the usual route to the Vaux glacier. A falling rock
struck Barre in the head and he was killed.

Source: B. Pittaway; Paddy Sherman.

British Columbia, Selkirks, Mt. Sir Donald. On 30 July David Ingalls
(20), leader, Joseph Kelsey (25), James Given (16), Kevin Bein (15)
and William Robinson (14) left Illecillewaet Campground around
3 AM. to climb the northwest ridge of Mt. Sir Donald. They had been
advised not to climb because of poor conditions. They reached the col
at 7:30 A.M. The weather in the morning was partly cloudy. Climbing
on two ropes and alternating leads the party moved relatively slowly. It
was obvious that Robinson was not up to par and around noon he com-
plained of general weakness and nausea. By this time the party was
about halfway up the ridge. Two of the group considered going on to
the summit, but it was decided that all five would descend. Since the
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party had 9 hours to descend what it had taken 4% hours to climb, there
was no concern at this time that a bivouac might be necessary.

After the party began to descend, several events occurred that may
have contributed to the later accident and the general demoralization.
On the second descent pitch, Ingalls unexpectedly pulled off a large
boulder, described as chair sized. This boulder pinned and slightly
crushed his right leg against the rock face. Bein, who was below Ingalls,
was hit on his forearm by a second boulder dislodged by the first. This
partially incapacitated his right arm. Robinson vomited and his illness
made him very slow in descending. By mid-afternoon the weather had
changed and a light rain fell, although visibility remained good. Be-
cause of the configuration of the ridge, it was necessary to climb down
rather than rappel. The net result of these events was that the descent
was very slow. By 4 P.M. only five pitches had been descended.

Given and Ingalls were climbing on one rope, with Given descending
last due to Ingall’s bad leg. To help speed up the descent, Ingalls had
used tension on a relatively easy pitch. Therefore, when Ingalls used
tension a second time, Given did not think much of it. In fact, Ingalls
had gone about 10 feet off route and had passed over a moderately
difficult slab. After this move, Ingalls traversed 40 feet to the right,
where he belayed from a piton. He did not, however, protect this dif-
ficult move with a piton nor did he warn Given about the move. Given
was on the move before he realized that it was tricky. In stretching
for a good foothold his hands slipped off a wet handhold. He fell free from
the 70° rock, but probably caught a foot first which made him somer-
sault down. In a three bounce 60 foot fall he hit his head, back and hip.
After being stopped by the belay, Given managed to move a few feet
to a reasonably comfortable ledge. Then the pain of various injuries
incapacitated him.

Within minutes, Kelsey, a qualified first aid man, reached him. Given
had considerable pain in his back, hip and legs and the immediate con-
cern was that he might have broken his back. (Miraculously, he actually
suffered nothing worse than minor bruises.) His hard hat had been
cracked, but he did not suffer any head injuries. It was the possible back
injury that required a litter rescue. Kelsey and Robinson stayed with
Given while Ingalls and Bein went for help. The party’s four down
jackets and bivouac sack were left with Given. (See Rescue Report)

Source: B. Pittoway; Paddy Sherman; Members of party.

Analysis: Tt appears that this party was not psychologically prepared
for a mountain the size of Sir Donald under the existing climbing con-
ditions. They did show good judgement in turning back and not splitting
up their party. In retrospect they should have turned back sooner. More
specifically, Ingalls should have placed a piton to protect Given and he
should have warned Given he was off the route. Given’s hard hat un-
doubtedly saved him from more serious injury. The down jackets and
bivouac sack gave considerable protection.

Alberta, Banff National Park, Moraine Lake Area. On 16 August a
large group of climbers from the Calgary Mountain Club, who had
registered out, were making a descent down a snow filled couloir be-
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