
Wyoming, Grand Teton National Park. On 24 June John Freitag (25), 
Mike Petrilak, Steffie Petrilak, and Joan Oosterwyk were descending 
Cloudveil Dome by the east ridge following a successful ascent by the 
same route. It was early afternoon and the weather, which had been 
threatening all day, began to deteriorate, with mists and a slight drizzle. 
Though exposed, the climbing was quite easy so the party was descending 
unroped. Freitag, leading, came to a short face with a ledge below it. He 
began to lower himself down a slab, using the top for handholds. He had 
tested the block and it seemed to be secure. As the rock was damp, he 
did not trust the small footholds on the slab and supported most of his 
weight by his arms. When his full weight was committed to the slab, 
Freitag felt it loosen and come out. He fell about four feet and landed on 
the ledge; the block fell on top of his leg, but caused no more than a few 
scratches. He was not injured and was able to finish the climb with no 
difficulty and to take part in other climbs immediately.

Source: Rubin and Freitag.
Analysis: (Rubin and Freitag) While the accident turned out to be  trivial, in slightly different circumstances it could have been much more serious. When Freitag landed on the ledge, his left leg hung over 1,500 feet of exposure. Had he fallen more backwards, or had he rolled when he hit the ledge, he quite probably would have gone down all the way. The nearness of this possibility raises the question of when to use a rope in the mountains. It is sometimes the case that speed becomes safer than the security of a rope, or that a fall by one member of the party could pull all the others off after him. But normally when a fall is possible, and the results of such an unchecked fall would be severe injury or death, roping is advisable. Too many persons are killed or hurt because the climbing is “easy” and they are in a hurry.Freitag believes that confronted with the same situation he would do the same thing, being more careful to test the rock and to distribute his body weight. I believe, however, that in such circumstances it would be wiser to rope up. Regardless of what some climbers may think there is no disgrace in using the rope for its intended purpose even on terrain not technically very difficult.
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