tape so as to sell it in reels of exact length. Other climbers have purchased spliced
webbing, including one who used it as a running belay sling. Obviously, climbing
equipment shops should put an end to this custom. Climbers have an equal
responsibility to inspect their gear closely, which means that no working length of
rope or webbing should be covered with tape.

Washington, Mount Adams. On February 3rd Keith Edwards (age 24) and
Dwain Hess (19) established a base camp below Goat Butte at the foot of Mt. Adams.
Their purpose was to scout the area for a later climb by a larger group, possibly up
the Rusk Glacier. On the 4th, in excellent weather, they climbed the mountain via
the Wilson Glacier. On their descent they fell over an ice wall near the top of the
Lyman Glacier. It is not known whether their fall was caused by a slip, by a small ice
avalanche, or by mistakenly taking the wrong route. Hess died at the site of the fall,
and his open down jacket suggested to rescuers that he never regained
consciousness. Edwards suffered a fractured skull and broken leg and ribs in the fall.
With bare hands he was able to pull himself forward through the snow for about a
mile toward their camp before he died. The two climbers were first reported missing
by friends on the 5th, their camp was located on the 7th, a barely visible trail led to
Edwards’ body on the 8th, and Hess was found on the 9th. Bad weather prevented
the evacuation of Hess’s body until the 23rd. (Sources: L. K. Buchanan, Hal Foss,
Gordon White.)

Analysis: Both climbers were competent, and Edwards in particular was
experienced and strong. The excellent weather led them to try an ambitious climb,
but the rope of two was too small to cope with any serious mishap. A rope with
several climbers attached might have been able to stop the fall. Another rope of two
could have assisted the injured and started the evacuation.

Washington, Mount Baker. On May 20th Stephen Esses (age 22) died of
exposure after spending a stormy night in a rudimentary snow cave near the
summit of Mt. Baker. Esses, a University of Washington student, was one of fifteen
student climbers in an Intermediate Mountaineering course (Physical Education
N52) offered by the Office of Non-Credit Programs in Continuing Education. The
leader of the party was Warren Bleser (35), a mountaineer of twenty years’
experience. His assistant was Erik Myklestad (22), a graduate of Bleser’s High Angle
Rock course who had been climbing for two years. The other fourteen student
members of the party ranged in age from 16 to 40. Esses was a graduate of the Basic
Mountain Climbing course (P.E. N51) and Winter Mountaineering (P.E. N54).

The party assembled at Kulshan Cabin on Friday night, the 18th, and left
shortly after dawn on the 19th for the headwall of the Coleman Glacier. The
weather was good and the previous day’s forecast had not mentioned any
approaching storm. At the base of the headwall the party formed a single seventeen-
man rope with Bleser in the lead. Several members of the party had become tired on
the ascent to the headwall, and Myklestad offered to return to the cabin with them.
In addition, there were doubts about the changing weather conditions. But when
word came down that the ice conditions were easier than expected, everyone decided
to continue. During this stop several people noticed that Esses was wearing only
blue jeans, a football jersey, and a windbreaker. Another student gave him a down
jacket, and he was offered woolen underwear which he declined. The time interval
between the departure of the first person (Bleser) and the last (Myklestad, the
seventeenth) from the base of the headwall was three hours. Esses was thirteenth on
the rope.
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