
TABLE III
Numbers Refer to Number of Persons Involved

1951-72
U.S.A.

1959-72
CAN. U.S.A.

1973
CAN.

Terrain
R o c k 1131 99 90 2
Snow 594 95 32 3
R iver 4 0 1 0
U nknow n 2 2 8 0

Ascent or Descent
Ascent 848 115 80 1
Descent 767 73 38 4
U nknow n 116 8 13 0

Immediate Cause
Fall or slip on ro c k 612 53 63 2
Failure of p iton  or n u t 41 2 12 0
Falling rock or o b jec t 155 27 8 0
Failure of r a p p e l 78 3 2 0
Slip on snow or ic e 233 27 9 1
Fall into crevasse 32 11 3 0
Loss of control — Voluntary

glissade 67 5 2 1
A valanche 113 38 3 0
L ig h tn in g 31 3 0 0
S k iing 6 3 0 0
Faulty use of c ra m p o n s 10 1 1 1
Exceed ab ilities 120 5 1 0
Exposure an d /o r Exhaustion 88 2 9 0
Heat p ro stra tion 3 0 0 0
Failure to follow ro u te 4 0 2 0
Stranded 91 11 2 0
Illness Medical (incl. Pulm.

Edema and F ros tb ite ) 33 3 10 0
Prussik knot s lip p e d 2 0 1 0

Unknown 12 2 6 0
Contributory Causes

Clim bing u n ro p e d 459 43 11 1
C lim bing a lo n e 132 14 7 0
Exceeding abilities

(inexperienced) 410 57 34 1
D a rk n e ss 43 3 0 0
Inadequate e q u ip m e n t 188 16 2 0
Old r o p e 8 1 0 0
Piton or nu t fa ilu re 46 3 6 1



TABLE III (Continued)

Affiliation with Climbing Groups
U naffiliated 592 37 35 2
A ffilia ted 600 106 36 1
Unknown 529 53 60 2

Estimate of Experience
None or l i t t l e 806 71 41 2
M odera te 455 47 37 1
Experienced 278 60 34 2
U nknow n 192 18 19 0

Month of Year
J a n u a r y 54 2 9 1
February 89 12 4 0
M arch 89 3 6 0
A p ril 99 3 2 0
M ay 150 11 15 0
J u n e 201 31 21 0
July 314 65 28 2
A u g u s t 314 55 14 2
S ep tem ber 174 7 16 0
O c to b e r 94 3 6 0
N o v em b er 76 1 3 0
Decem ber 57 1 7 0
U nknow n 8 2 0 0

1951-72 1959-72 1973
U.S.A. CAN. U.S.A. CAN.

Bad w e a th e r 72 7 9 0
Exposure an d /o r Exhaustion 36 1 15 0
Party separated 34 6 2 0

Age of Individuals
B o y s 5 0 } 1

0Under 1 5 63 4
15-20 603 42 45 1
21-25 392 38 30 3
26-30 203 45 14 0
31-35 114 16 5 0
36-50 }  182 } 27 4 0
Over 50 1 0
Unknown 169 24 31 1


