all such gullies): while ascending (leader in front) or descending (leader in
back) (1) the party—hopefully no more than eight to ten —needs to remain
one /mmediately behind the other; or (2) each member should go one at a tzme
(belayed or unbelayed, as circumstances dictate), while other members are
sequestered in a safe area, out of any potential fall line. Additionally, if the
potential for rock or ice fall exists, hard hats and gloves are indicated.
(Source: J. Williamson.)

FALL ON ICE— Washington, Mt. Rainier. On September 7, Ann Wwild
(20) was guiding four people up Mt. Rainier. They were on the Ingraham
Glacier around the 13,000-foot level. According to witnesses in the guided
party ahead of this one, the second person on the rope, Bill Porter (26)
slipped and began falling, making no attempt to self-arrest.

Wild was apparently pulled of backwards and immediately began self-
arrest. At least the fourth and fifth rope members, Chelsea Korte (30) and
Neal Dunmire (38) went into arrest positions. Wild came to a stop below her
rope team and when she looked up the other four were sliding down at her
and pulled her out of arrest position.

Korte (fourth on the rope) related that he was in good arrest position with
his axe buried deeply in the crust. Korte stated that the pull of Wild, Porter
and Mary Gnehm (47) pulled him down the mountain with his ice axe tearing
a furrow through the crust. Speed increased and Korte was jerked backward
out of arrest position. As the group shot past Wild and pulled her out of
arrest, there was no further chance for arrest.

The team, at a very high rate of speed, slid, rolled and bounced from
approximately 13,000 feet down to 11,600 feet.

At 11,600 feet the team, after becoming airborne and free falling
an undetermined distance immediately above, were stopped instantly when
part of the team went on either side of a serac (looking down glacier). Porter
roughly on top, Gnehm hanging below Porter on the left side, and below
Gnehm and Korte and Dunmire respectively.

Gnehm apparently was dead to the team members who could see her at
this point in time.

Soon after the rope team was snagged by the serac, Dunmire apparently
cut the climbing rope between Korte and Gnehm. This was done in a dazed
attempt to assist Korte, whose rope coils were greatly restricting his breathing.

This was the position in which the first party to arrive on the accident
scene found the victims.

The initial rescue was undertaken by an expedition seminar party that
had been camped at 11,300 feet on the Ingraham Glacier. George Dunn’s
guided group of four, including Mrs. Gnehm’s youngest son, Richard (19)
arrived immediately afterward.

When the Park Service Huey helicopter was unable to land because of
winds gusting to 40 mph, an Army twin-rotor Chinook picked the victims off
in 40 mph winds. They were transferred to the Huey at Paradise, and flown
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to St. Joseph’s Hospital. (Source: Mercer Island Reporter, September 15, 1977
p- A10; and SAR Mission Worksheet 77-303.)

Analysis: Each year there are at least a few thousand climbers on Mt.
Rainier, guided and unguided. On the glacier routes, slips and missteps are
common. The standard procedure is to go immediately into a self-arrest
position when this occurs. Guided clients are thoroughly trained in this tech-
nique. In this particular case, the client who slipped did not do this. The guide
was able to arrest, though conditions of hard ice crust from a freezing rain
probably made any deep penetration with an ice axe improbable. Conditions
for climbing this route were as good as one can expect in any case. The only
question the reader uninitiated with Mt. Rainier might ask is whether this
section of the Ingraham Glacier route is ever belayed. The answer is that
guided clients who might need such assistance on this slope are not allowed
to make the climb, as they are screened during an intensive climbing school
run by the guide the day prior to the climb. (Source: J. Williamson.)

FALL ON ROCK, PITON AND CHOCK FAILURE— Washington,
Peak One of Klootchman Rock. David Steven fell while on the Northeast
Corner, Peak One, of Klootchman Rock. He was in the top of a narrow chimney
at the lower edge of a sloping bench of rock suspended from his rope. He
had been climbing a 5th class pitch of typical Klootchman Rock when he fell,
pulling out a piton and a chock before being stopped by the remaining
chock.

After a call to me by David Rowland, Mountain Rescue, I arranged for
the MAST helicopter to meet Judy Beehler and myself at St. Elizabeth’s
Helipad where we were furnished medications by the Emergency Department
physician. We flew to the south end of Klootchman where the fall was reported,
found no one there so started a circuit of the rock and spotted two people
standing at the foot of a rockslide below Peak One on the North End. An
attempt was made to land near them but his was not possible due to the
extreme roughness of the terrain. The pilot made another flyby of the area
and the patient was spotted in the top of the chimney about fifty feet above
the base of the cliff. The pilot brought the helicopter to a hover above a large
rockpile at the foot of the slope and Judy and I stepped off the skid to the
rocks. He then flew to a clearing near the road where he made contact with
the deputy and shut down the helicopter. We climbed to the scene with our
aid supplies.

After assessing the situation on-scene, the radios with the Sheriff’s Office
relay capability proved invaluable. We needed a climbing team with ropes,
hardware, and litter that Dave Rowland was assembling in Yakima. Since it
would soon be dark, increasing the hazard to the patient and rescuers alike,
speed was essential. By using the relay frequency we were able to communi-
cate with the Yakima County Sheriff’s office and with the Mountain Rescue
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